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The Rev. Cuarces Backus, §. 
T. D. Paftor of the Church in 
Somers, and one of the Editors 
of this Magazine, departed this 
ife Dec. 30th, 1803. 


R. BACKUS was born of 
reputable and Chriftian pa- 
rents, in that part of Norwich 
which is now called Franklin, on 
Nov. 5th, 1749, and by the wife 
and righteous providence of God 
was left an orphan in his child- 
hood, when his education fell un- 
der the diretion of pious relatives. 
Difcovering an early love of {ci- 
ence, although his patrimony was 
not fully competent for’the pur- 
pofe, his friends determined to 
aflitt him in obtaining a liberal ed- 
ucation.—He was graduated at 
Yale College in the year 1769.— 
In the year 1801, Williams Col- 
lege conferred on him the degree 
of Do&or of Divinity. 

His theological education was 
under the Rev. Dr. Hart of Pref- 
ton; and he became a licentiate 
for preaching the gofpel, in June 
1773. On the fecond Sabbath 
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| by a general acquaintance with 





after he commenced a preacher he 
miniftered to the people in Somers, 
and received the paftoral charge of 
the church in that place, by or- 
dination, on the roth of Auguft 
1774- 

He was twice ele&ed Profeffor 
of Divinity, firft at Dartmouth 
College, and afterwards at Yale 
College, both of which elections 
he declined to accept. 

The firft attack of difeafe, 
which difabled him for public la- 
bor and hath terminated in his 
death, was on Augutt 31ft, 1801. 
—He departed this life, on Dec. 
30th, 1803, after a faithful min- 
iftry of more than 29 years. 

In College, he made a diftin- 
guifhing proficiency in fcience, and 
his life was moral and amiable. 
His underftanding*which was na- 
turally clear, and his judgment 
which was corre&t, were improved 


licerary fubjeéts and the beft au- 
thors. In the latter part of his 
collegiate life, his mind was im- 
prefled with divine truth, anda 
deep conviction of the fin of his 
nature. Thefe impreffions, after 
a variety of exercifes, terminated 
in a comfortable Chriftian hope. 
Mm 
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In his private writings he {peaks 
of a feafon in May 1770, in which 
the natural obftinacy of his heart 
was humbled, and he was led to 
a knowledge of the glory of a 
precious Redeemer ; and from 
this time he maintained a Chirif- 
tian hope. 

Asa Chriftian, he was humble, 
exemplary and fubmiflive, efpecial- 
ly fo, under the death of his only 
child, Mr. Jabez Backus, who 
died March 16th, 1794, in the 
17th year of his age, and while a 
member of Yale College. 

As a Chriltian minifter he was 
faithful, evangelical and indefati- 
gable in his paftoral fervices, be- 
ing filled with a love of the fouls 
of his people. Under his minif- 
try, which we hope hath been 
bleffed for the falvation of many, 
there have been four feafons of the 
fpecial revival of religion. He 
was evangelical in all his inftruc- 
tions, and his preaching, being 
drawn from the oracles of truth, 
was not according to the wifdom 
of man, but in demonttration of 
the fpirit and in power. 

The people of his charge, and 
thofe who occafionally heard his 
miniftration, are witnefles with 
what plainnefs he rebuked fin, and 
taught falvation thro’ faith in 
Chrift, together with the neceflity 
of perfonal holinefs, as the only 
evidence of a good lope ; and 
how he enforced thefe doétrines 
by a Chriltian @xample. 

As a theologian he was emi- 
nent. His retired fituation which 
was favorable to ferious ftudies, 
and his eminence as an inftructor, 
Grew around him many who were 
cefigned for the Chrifian minif- 
try. Nearly fifty have been mem- 
bers of his theological fchool, the 
greater part of whom are now 
pattors in the churches. 

The Lerd, in whofe fervice his 
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life hath been fpent, gracioully re. 
membered him to the end. Ip 
his laft ficknefs, which was long, 
he had mach of the divine prefence 
until he departed, and as we con. 
fidently believe flept in Jefus, 

The laft words which he was 
heard to whifper, were “ Glory ty 
God intheb gheft, and on earth peac:, 
good will towards men.” —His te. 
mains were committed to the duf, 
the Tuefday following his death, 
In the funeral fervice, Door 
Williams firft prayed. A fermon 
was delivered by DoGor Strong 
from Pfalm xxiii. 4. ‘Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the 
fhadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me.”— 
The concluding prayer was made 
by Doétor Perkins. , 

The friends of Zion are {enfi. 
ble that a light is extinguifhed ia 
our churches, and they pray that 
much of the divine prefence may 
be granted to the bereaved widow, 
and to the church which is left 
without a paftor. 

[Sundry extraés from the wri- 
tings of DoGor Backus will be pul 
lifked in the future numbers of this 
work. } 





Dialogues on the Chriflian Dodirine:, 
continued from page 257. 


DIALOGUE II. 


Tames. 


OU ‘obferved, my friend, 10 
our laft interview, that the 
dottrine of total depravity was 


very alarming to every natural 
man—but it appears to me if fu- 
ners are ever fo much alarmed, i 
is to no purpofe. If God, from 
all eternity, has elected a certain 
number to falvation, they will be 
faved, let them do what they will; 
and if he has determined a certain 
number fhall be damned, it will 
be impoffible to avoid it, as thei" 
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fate is fixed; and any exertion 
that the creature can make, will 
not fruftrate or difappoipt omnip- 
otence. 

Fobn. Are you able by any 
means to determine whether. you 
are one of the eleét or not, admit- 
ting the doétrine true ? 

James. 1 am not. 


John. What are the terms of | 


falvation ? 


Chrift. 


fin, and have faith in the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, you are fure of falva- 
tion. If you retain your faculties, 
fo as to be able to have faith and 
repentance, and can get no know- 
ledge of God’s decree as it refpects 
you, I can conceive no way where- 
in it can interfere with your falva. 
tion.—If God has fixed yourftate, 
he has done it in full view of your 
condu@t ; being from all eternity 
perfe€tly acquainted with your 
character, he has determined your 
ftate agreeable to your works. If 
God from all eternity was not per- 
fe&tly acquainted with the char- 
a¢ters of his creatures, then he 
was not eternally perfe&t; his 
perfections you have fully agreed 
to, and it is impoffible he fhould 
know what the characters of his 
creatures will be, unlefs it is pofi. 
tively determined. 

Fames. I can fee no propriety 
in God’s fixing the ftate of his 
creatures, previous to their exitt- 
ence. If he has left them moral 
agents, they choofe their own 
flate, and not‘'God; but if God 
determines their ftate, it follows 
they cannot ; but mutt be entirely 
paffive. 

Febn. No creature will have 
any jut reafon to complain, if 
God decides his charaéter, agree- 
able to his own choice.—But I 
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would inquire who you expe will 
judge the world? 
Fames. The Lord Jefus Chritt 
will be judge of quick and dead. 
Fohn. What is neceflary to 
qualify him to be an impartial 


| judge? 


* pe It is neceflary he fhould 
poffefs infinite wifdom, and the 
knowledge of every event, with 


' . . 
' every attending circumitance, and 
Fames. Repentance towards | 


God and faith in the Lord Jefus . 


perfe& knowledge of every heart, 
and infinite goodnefs to incline 


| him to do right, and almighty 
Fobn. Then if you repent of | 


power to execute his righteous de- 
cifion. 

Fobn. You fuppofe at the day 
of judgment, God will render to 
every one as his works fhall be ; 
and the wicked fhall go away irto 
everlafting punifhment, but the 
righteous, into life eternal ? 

Fames. 1 do. 

Fohn. Then you agree at the 
day of judgment God will elect 
the righteous to life eternal, and 
fend the wicked away to punifh- 
ment ? 

Fames. L agree, that he will 
then eleét or appoint the righteous 
to eternal life, becaufe by patience 
and well doing they will have in- 
herited the promifes ; and he will 
fend the wicked away becau/e they 
have been rebellious and impeni- 
tent, 

Fobn. If God from all eternity 
poffeffed all the knowledge of his 
creatures that he poffibly can at 
the day of judgment, I inquire of 
you, and every rational creature, 
if he was not as well qualified from 
all eternity, to elect and appoint, 
as he poffibly can be at the day of 
judgment, if he poffefled the fame 

ower, knowledge, wifdom and 
goodnefs ? If he would not decide 
as impartially, and give to every 
act of his creatures its full defert, 
and decide for the fame reafons, 
and eleét on the fame account, and 
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condemn for the fame caufe? Fi- 
nally, if he is eternally the fame, 
«¢ without the leaft variablenefs 
or fhadow of turning,” then his 
thoughts are one eternal thought, 
and his ways are one efernal way, 
and with him there is no fucceffion 
of purpofes, and his exiftence is 
one eternal now—** the fame, yef- 
terday, to day and forever.” 

Fames. 1 can conceive the pof- 
fibility of God’s decrees, but find 
nothing in fcripture pofitive to 
eftablifh them. 

Fobn. I think the doétrine is 
fully taught, and that there is di- 
ve&t and fufficient proof, even 
without any collateral evidence. 
I will fele& a few paflages out of 
many which I think fully imply 
the doétrine: ‘* According as he 
hath chofen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world. Hav- 
ing predeflinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children, by Jefus Chrift 
to himfelf. Come, ye blefled of 


my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founda- 


tion of the world. But for the 
eleét’s fake thofe days fhall be 
fhortened. And he fhall gather 
together his eleét from the four 
winds. Who fhall lay any thing 
to the charge of God’s cleft? It 
is God that juftifieth. There is 
a remnant according to the ¢lec- 
tion of grace. Eleét according to 
the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through fan¢tification of 
the fpirit. That the purpofe of 
God according to eleétion might 
ftand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth. The ele&tion hath 
obtained it, and the reft were 
blinded. Them who are called 
according to his purpofe; for 
whom he did foreknow he alfo did 
" -predeftinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son : Moreover 
whom he did predeftinate, them 
he alfo called, and whom he call- 
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ed, them he alfo juftified, ang 
whomhe juftified, themhe alfo glo. 
ified.” —If thefe paffages do not 
fully prove the doétrine ot God’; 
decrees, then to me they are up. 
meaning.—On review of what we 
have faid, there appears to be rea. 
fon, revelation, and the effential 
perfe€tions of God, to ettablith it, 

James. Uf God, from all eter. 
nity, has determined every event, 
and the time and means by which 
it fhall take place—will it not fol. 
low that there is an impropriety 
in praying him to beftow mercy, 
when his plan is fixed, and it is 
impoffible for him to alter it ? 

Fubn. Lf God has determined 
that prayer fhall be the means his 
creatures fhall ufe in order that he 
JSoould beftow mercy, then there is 
| the utmoft neceffity for it, to “make 
our calling and eleétion fore.”— 
If God requires faith and evangel. 
ical repentance as neceflary quali- 
fications, in order to be one of the 
eleCt—then it is abfolutely necel- 
fary to be pofleffed of thofe graces, 
as evidence that we are chofen of 
God. We have all poflible en 
couragement to perform every rt- 
ligious duty. As God decides our 
characiers according as our works 
fhall be, if we do not perform good 
works, we have no profpett of 
eternal life ;—for election does in 
no way interfere with the terms 
of falvation. God chofe bis elect 
thro’ fanGtification of the {pint 
before the foundation of the world, 
to be conformed to the image o 
his Son. 

James. I cannot fee how 2 
creature can be to blame, for ¢o- 
ing what God has determined he 
fhall do, for he fulfils the divine 
will, and anfwers the very end for 
which he was created. 

Fobn. Will you pretend to fay 
that Judas was innocent in betray: 


ing the Lord JefusChrift, becaule 
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it was determined he fhould betray 
him? The Pfalmift predi€ted it— | 
and Jefus himfelf faid to his difci- 

ples, one of you fhall betray me | 
(mark the word ball) ; the quef- 
tion was afked, which? He an- 
{wers, the one to whom I fhall | 
give the fop when I have dipped — 
it; *¢and when he had dipped the 
fop, he gave it to Judas Ifcariot 
the fon of Simon.”? It cannot be 
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fhould put you out of my houfe 
in {pite of every effort you could 
make to oppofe me, becaufe I was 
the ffrongeft man, I fhould fay 
you went out by a natural neceffi- 


_ty ;—but if you went out of your 


own free choice, the event would 
prove there was a moral neceffity, 
tho’ you aéted with an entire free- 
dom ; and in this cafe, there is no 


natural neceffity. The apoftle 


difputed that here was a determi- | faid to the crucifiers of Chrift, 
nation of God. Chrift fays, “ tru- | “Him, being delivered by the de- 
ly the fon of man goeth as it was | terminate counfel and foreknow- 
determined ; but woe unto that | ledge of God, ye have taken, and 


man by whom he is betrayed ;”? | 
and Judas, after betraying him, 
fays, ‘* I am guilty, in that I have 
betrayed innocent blood”? : but if | 
your arguments are juil, it will 
follow that Judas was not to blame 
for betraying the Lord of life and 
glory ;—which has ever been con- 
fidered, the greateft fin that was 
ever committed by man. 

Fames. Then if eleétion is ef- 
tablifhed, does it not follow that 
there is a neceffity for every thing 
to take place juft as it does? 

Fobn. There is no natural ne- 
ceflity for every thing to take 
place juft as it does, but there is 
an abfolute moral neceffity that 
it fhould ; fo that all events may 
terminate in fuch a manner, as fi- 
nally to produce the greateft pof- 
fible quantity of good, and bring 
the higheft glory to God’s name. 

‘Fames. Yor my part I know 
no difference between moral and 
natural neceffity ; what T mean 
by neceffity is what muft take 
place at all events, and cannot be | 


hindered. 








John. I make an entire diftinc- 


by wicked hands, have crucified 
and flain.” They had a natural 
power to refrain from this wicked 
act, but they were conftrained by 
their own perverfe wills. I pre- 
fume you will not contend for 
their innocence, but on the con- 
trary that they were very wicked; 
which acknowledgement proves 
that moral neceflity does not in- 
terfere with free agency. 

Fames. 1 fully agree that man- 
kind poffefs the liberty you de- 
{cribe, but deny, that there is an 
abfolute neceflity for every event 
to take place juft as it does. 

Fobn. If God has a fixed plan 
of government, and acts according 
to fyftem, then every event mutt 
take place agreeably to his fyitem. 
But if he aGs without order, and 
has no fixed plan of government, 
then hehas created beings without 
end, or defign, and without know- 
ing what part they would act in 
creation; and inftead of events ta- 
king place by order, and under 
divine dire€tion, they take place 


by mere chance, and God is liable 


to difappointment. But fcripture 


tion between moral and natural | fays, «© known unto God are all 
neceflity : natural neceffity may his works from the beginning.” 
be oppofed to the will, but moral | If he knew all his works from the 
necefiity on the contrary agrees | beginning, then he knew them in 
with the will, and is perfectly con- | confequence of his fixed determi- 
fiftent with its freedom. If I! nation. To know an event will 
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take place, it is neceflary the event 
Jfoculd take place. Determina- 
tion is the foundation of fore- 
knowledge, and foreknowledge 
cannot exiit without it. It then 


knowledge, the certainty of every 
event is eftablifhed. 
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evil that good may come, is con. 
trary to the divine law, but fo, 
God to permit evil in order ty 
reduce the greatelt poffible qui. 


tity of good, is perfectly confit. 
follows, that if God poilefies fore. | 


Fames. It follows, that if every | 
event takes place by neceflity, and | 
divine agency, then fin hzs taken | 


place by divine agency, and you | 


make God the author of fin— 


which I think is nothing fhort of 


blafphemy. 


ohn. If you mean that God is 


a finner, by his being a€tive in the | fin had not exifted, no created be. 


production of fin, then I agree | 


with you that it is blafphemy ;— 
but I conceive no fuch inference 


can follow ;—for his works are the | 


effe&t of his power, and not the 
emanation of his nature. 


his nature, then the moft venom- 
ous reptiles partake of his nature. 


ent with his holy nature; neithe: 
does it follow that he does ey] 
becaufe he has faid, ** I the Lord 
create evil’’—but on the contrary 
that he is good, and * his tender 
mercies are over all his works.” 
If evii had never exifted, no crea. 
ed being could have any jutidea 
of its nature and tendency, any 


'more than a man that was born 


blind could have of colors. If 


ing could have feen its infinite op. 
potition to holinefs, and God's 


_ true chara€ter could never have 


| full beauty and glory. 
If his | 
works mutt neceffarily partake of | 


If the idea is juft, then God is a | 


material being, becaufe he has 


made a material world. But if fin | 
has. taken place contrary to the | 


civine plan, then infinite wif- 
dom, and almighty power, are 
difappointed ;—but if fin hasbeen 
a mean under divine direétion of 
producing an infinite quantity of 
good more, than could poflibly 
have exifted without it, then its 
permiffion muft have been a good 
and glorious act. 


James. sit necefiary that evil | 


fhould exit in order that good 
may come ? The apoftle fays, 
** fhail we do evil that good may 
come ? God forbid.”’ 

Fobn. I conceive an entire dif. 
tinction between creating and do- 
ing evil, An adt of creation be- 
longs alone to God, and is above 
the power of the creature, but do- 
ing enil, is within the power of the 
creature. For creatures to do 





appeared to his creatures in its 
If fin had 
not exilted, Chri would never 
have died for finners, and of courfe 
redeeming love never would have 
been fung ; and becaufe God is 
good and poffefles almighty pow- 
er, we know it is for the bet, if 
It was not, he would have prevent- 
ed it—which is a fufficient reafon 
to filence every objeCtion. 

Fames. If fin 1s neceflary, in 
order that created beings thould 
have a true fenfe of the nature of 
holinefs, does it not follow that 
the angels in heaven have no jut 
idea of the nature of holinefs, be- 
caufethey never participated of iin, 
notwithitanding they cry to one 
another, * holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hofts, and the whole ear! 
is full of his glory” ? 

Foln. I think it does by no 
means, as they have the example 
of all finful creatures before ther. 
If fin had never exited in the fy!- 
tem, they would have poliefied 
pertect innocence, and would have 
had a tafte for holinefs, the fame 
as a babe has for a {weet cordial ; 
he has a tafe for it, on account 0 
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its fweetnefs, but not on account 
of its {weetnefs and nature and 
tendency both—which it ise im- 
poflible he fhould have knowledge 
of. Since fin has exifted, they 
can fee its infinite contraft; they 
fee it was of fuch dreadful turpi- 
tude, that it required an infinite 
atonement ; they can now as well 
judge of its 1 ature, as you can of 
the wature of intemperance, tho’ 
you never drank to excefs ; they 
can now behold the beauty of 
God’s attributes in bis conduct 
towards his rebellious creatures ; 
they can fee his infiaite jufltice in 
the punifhment of inpenitent fin- 
ners; they can fee his infiaite be- 
1cvolence in providing an atone- 
ment for fin, ia his loug fufferiag, 
and tender mercies towards his 
probationers, and ia the gift of 
the Holy Spirit te regenerate and 
anctify his redeemed: fo that 
they can with the utmoft propri- 
ety fay,  Juft and true are thy 
ways, thou King of Saints,” and 
cry * Alleluia; for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth.” 

James. VE fin is necefary in the 
iyftem, in order that created be- 
ings fhould have a juft view of 
God? $ chara¢ier, then thofe who 
jal under its penalty, are poor 
unfortunate creatures, as they be- 
come miferable, in order that oth- 
ers may be more happy. Will not 
fuch a doGtrine make the Civine 
covernment partial : ? 

Joln. ] conceive that part: ality 
coulifts ia injutlice, ia rendering 
to one what i 1s another’ s due. lt 
the very nature of fin is pregnaat 
with mufery, and beings voluntarily 
choofe it, with its coofequences, 
and become their own execution- 
tis, and others choofe the road 
that leads to life and peace—then 
{uch a government cannot be 
charged with partiality, which is 
icgulated by the eternal rule of 








right, in treating all beings aecor- 

ding to their chara€ters, and ia 

making every one eat of the fiuit 

of his own doings. But the di. 

vine government has made fuch a 

difplay of juftice, and unbounded 

benevolence, in the charaéter 
of the Redeemer, as will ftop 

every mouth, and filence eve- 

ry obje&ter. Chrift has not only 

put himfelf under the law made 

for mortals, and made it honorable 

by his obedience, fhowing that it 
was reafonable, holy, juft and 

g¢ood—and that he was willing to 

be treated, as ht treated his crea- 

ures—but has gone iofinitely fur- 

ther; fur he who knew no fin, 

neither -was guile found ia his 

mouth, who was deferving of 
nothing but infinite happinefs, aad 

the humble praifes of all created 
beings,—voluntarily bore the fins 
of his people in his own body on 
the tree, fo that by his ttripes they 
are healed ; he took fuch a weight 
of the fins of the univerfe upon 
him, as made his “ foul exceeding 
forrowful evenunto death;”’ fhew- 
ing to all intelligent beings, that 
ail things whatever, he required of 
them, he was willing to be obedi- 
ent to, himfelf. Aud in the char- 
acter of unbounded goodnefs, has 
cone infinitely more; for by his 
obedience and fufferings, he has 
raade an atonement for the fins of 
the whole world, in fuch a man- 
ner, that every oae that qwi//, may 
have eternal life. 

Yames. Vf admit that fin exifts 
in fuch a manner as to be conhill- 
eit with the divine perfections, 
ftill 1 am puzzled to fee how it 
could have exifted unlefs the inner 
was free and independent. 

Fobn. Created beings muli ne- 
ceflarily be in full poffeffion of 
moral agency in order to be able 
to fin. But it is impoflible they 
fhould fin, if independent, as they 
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would be accountable to no be- | but if you mean that we create oy, 


ing ; and where there is no ac- 
countability there can be no re- 
wards, or punifhments. Jndepend- 
ence, is an incommunicable attri- 
bute, which belongs alone to Je- 
hovah. 
you fuppofe is the efficient caufe 
of our volitions ? 

James. 1 fuppofe we a& in 


view of motives, and the motives 


we fee, are the prime caufe of our | 


actions. 

ohn. From whence come the 
motives, which are the caufe of 
our actions? “ 

James. God undoubtedly fets 
the motives before us, and leaves 
us to our entire freedom to ai as 
we pleafe in view of them. 

Fobn. Do you fuppofe any 
fuch conne&ion, between motive 
and aétion, that from certain mo- 
tives will flow certain actions ? 

Fames. 1 doby no means. If 
that were the cafe, God might as 
well move us like machines, as to 
create us with fuch faculties, that 
certain motives would produce 


I would inquire what | 





certain aétions ; for it would be | 
only for him to fet certain motives | 


before us, aud he would be as cer- 


tain what would be the adtion, as | 


we could be of the product of 


two and two, multiplied together. | 
Fobn. Vf there is uot an infal. | 


lible conne&tion between motive 
and action, then motive is not the 
efficient caufe, but only the necef- 


actions, which is the only fenfe in 
which we are the efficient caufe, 
then I difagree with you, and de. 
ny that we are any more the eff. 
cient caufe of our attions, tha, 
we are of feeing, or hearing, | 
wifh you would inform me how 
you regulate your {elf determining 
power, fo as to determine whit 


| you pleafe? 


Fames. We mutt neceflarily 


| have an energifing power withix 
us, which we exert previous to 


our final determination, fo that we 
choofe what we will determine. 
It is neceflary our choice fhould 
regulate our determination, if it 
did not, we fhould be as likely to 
determine one thing as another. 

Febn. Choice being as muche 
volition as determination, it fol. 
lows agreeably to your arguments, 
thar felf a&s on felf—and it is 
neceflary to have a previous voli- 
tion in order to produce a volition, 
which would require one volition 
previous to another, until it would 
require an infinite number to pro 
duce one, which implies we mut 
have a volition before we ever did 
have one. 

Fames. T acknowledge J have 
got my ideas a little bewildered 
on the fubject, as I have not fuf- 
ficiently attended to it. I would 


thank you to inform me what you 


fary occafion for a€tion, and we | 
are ftill in the dark, as to the ef. | 


ficient caufe. 


a {elf determining power, in order 
to be moral agents; and of courfe 
we originate our own volitions, 
and become the efficient caufe of 
all our actions. 

Fobn. If you mean that we ad, 
and determine, the fame as we fee, 
and hear, then I agree with you ; 


conceive to be the efficient caufe 
of our actions. 

Fobn. 1 believe that God is the 
efficient caufe of our actions, 2 


| much as he is of our fight. We 


Fames. 1 fuppofe we mutt have | 


ourfelves fee, and we ourfelves att 
freely in view of motives; butt 
is necefflary God fhould act up 
us, in order to make us act freely. 
When God makes us ad freely 
in view of motives, then the at 
is our own, and not his. Humat 
ation cannot be made divine 2 
fion, nor divine action, human 
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action. God’s agengy does in no 
way interfere withthe moral 
agency of his creatures ; When he 
works in them to will and to do 
—they will, and they do—and 
they are accountable for it. If 
they will and do geod, they are 
praife-worthy ; if they will and 
do evil, then they are blame-wor- 
thy. God always works in his 
creatures to will and to do, what 
will eventually produce the great- 
eft poffible quantity of good to 
his intelleétual fyftem. 
Fames. Do you find fcripture 
authority to eftablifh fuch ideas ? 
John. I conceive feripture is 
full to the point, and for your fat- 
isfaGion I will quote a few paf- 
fages which I think imply it. 
Says the Prophet, ** O Lord I 
know that the way of man is not 
in himfelf, it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his fteps.”” Says 
Chrift, “ For without me ye can 
do nothing.”” Says the apoftle, 
“ We are not fufficient of our. 
felves, to do any thing as of our- 
felves, but our fufficieacy is of 
God. . The preparation of the 
heart in man, and the anfwer of 
the tongue, is from the Lord.” 
Again: For it isin him we 
live, move, and have our being.” 
It isa truth that we ourfelves act, 
while God thus aéts upon us ; for 
all Chriftian exercifes are faid to 
be the fruit of the fpirit, and at 
the fame time the a& of the crea- 
ture. From hence it is evident 
that we jointly a& with God in 
our volitions. The apoitle fays he 
can do all things thro’ Chrift who 
ftrengtheneth him. Again: “We, 
then, as workers together with 
him, bel feech you,” &c. % We 
are } is witnefs of thefe things, and 
fo is re Holy Ghoft” ; and the 
command is, * Work out your 
own falvation with fear and trem- 
Lling, for it is God that werks in 
Vou. IV. No. 8. 
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you, both to will and to do, of his 
good pleafure.”’ So that it appears 
we are active in the very firit ex- 
ercife of converfion ; and it is as 
much, or more within the power 
of every one that wills, to obtain 
a new heart, as it is to obtain any 
thing in this life. It is reprefent- 
ed, that whofoever will may come 
and partake of the waters of life 
freely, without money and without 
price ; fo that there is nothing on 
the part of the creature wanting, 

to obtain falvation, but a. evi//. 
James. If the fcriptures plainly 
reprefent, that God requires us to 
perform the very things that he 
promifes to do himfelf,—if we do 
not jointly a& with God in our 
volitions, I acknowledge then, to 
me, the command is unmeaning. 
Fobn. 1 think the whole tenor 
of {cripture is to the poiat. God’s 
command to man is, “ make you 
a new heart and a new fpirit.”’ 
But he fays again, “ a new heart 
will I give you, and a new fpirit 
will I put within you.” Again: 
God commands men every 
where to repent, but it is faid to 
be the office of Chriit to give 
repentance and remiffion of fins. 
*¢ Him hath God exalted, to give 
repentance and remiflion of fins.”’ 
The command is, *‘circumcifé the 
forefkin of your heart, and be no 
more ftiffnecked”’; but the prom- 
ife is, *¢ the Lord thy God fhall 
circumcife thine heart, and the 
heart cf thy feed.” Chrifi’s in- 
vitation is, ** Come unto me, all 
ye that are weary and heavy la- 
den, and I will give you reft.”’ 
Again he fays, ‘* No man can 
come unto me, except the Father 
which hath fent me draw him.” 
Finally, all Chriftian exercifes are 
defcribed as coming from God, 
and at the fame time enjoined as 
the duty of the creature; which 
fully proves, that divine and hu. 
Nn ba 
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man agency are neceffary in order | 
for human action; from which it 
follows, that we ourfelves ac free- | 
ly, while we are acted upon. | 
Fames. My engagements are | 
fuch as require me to break off 
our converfation at prefent ; but | 
I fhall with foon to renew it. 


Fobn. If agreeable to you we | 
will meet again to morrow and | 
refume the fubject. 

(End of Dialogue II.) 


Nature and effedls of Faith. 


[ Fes, 


overcometh the world, even our 
faith.* The juft thal live by his 
faith.t Through this Chrift lives 
in his people and they live to him, 
Hence thofe words of the apottle, 
But Chrift liveth in me : and the 
life I now livein the fleh, I live 


| by the faith of the Son of God, 


who loved me and gave himfelf 


for me.t By this Chriftians are 


| kept by the power of God unto 


falvation. Whothen can exprefs 


| or even conceive the value of faith, 


The nature and effeds of Faith, ec. 
(Continued from page 269. ) 
NUMBER II. 


RefleGicns on a view of the nature 
and effefls of Faith. 


I OW precious is faith, 
: both ia its nature and 


efiec&ts ? It gives full credit to the 
teftimony of Ged, fubmits to his 
righteoufnefs, and confides entirely 
in his wifdom, power and goodnefs, 
for falvation. It feeks it in 
God’s own way, through Jefus 
Chrift, and him only. It involves 


Inits very nature humility aad | 


love. . In the exercife of it the 


finner fets God upon the throne | 


and takes his own place in the 
duft. The loftinefs of man is 
bowed down, and the haughti- 
nefs of man is made low ; and 
the Lord alone is exalted. By 
this very aét, in which he lies fo 
low, fees himfelf to be nothing | 
and God to be all and in all, he | 
13 forgiven all offences, is adopt- 
ed, fan&tified, becomes an heir of | 
God aad joint heir with Chrift, | 
and is entitled to the inheritance 
of all things. In believing, he 
receives peace and joy, which 
ftrangers intermeddic not with, 
which this world can neithér give 
nortake away. By 
comes the world aad livesto God. 
And this is the victory which 


| gion? 


| have ridiculed the very idea ol 


this he over- | 


| though it were even asa grain of 


muftard feed ? Well has the 


| apoftle termed it precious faith. 


What are gold and frankincenfe, 


| rubies and all thou cantt defire, in 


comparifon with it ? What adi. 
vine excelleney is there in reli. 
It gives light, purity and 
peace to the world. It makes 
the church of Chrift “a foun. 


‘ tainof gardens, a well of living 


waters, and ftreams from Lebe 
non.”’ 

II. Faith is an hely ac, and 
in this it is diftinguifhed from the 
faith of devils and wicked men, 
or a merely hiftorical faith. An- 
tinomians and fome others mam- 
tain, that there is no more holinefs 
in faith than in a triangle, _ 
faith as an holy exercife. Some 
have maintained that it was noth- 


' 1 
| ing more than a bare affent to the 


fimple truth. But from the view 
we have taken of it, it appears to 
be a holy exercife, as in it there is 
a choice of Chrift, and an ¢m- 
bracing him as the only Saviour on 
his own terms, as one who had 
magnified the law and made tt 
honourable, and by his fufferings 
and death on the crofs had con 
demned fin and finners. Coming 
to Chri and receiving him, 3% 
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the {criptures exprefs it, or be- 
lieving with the heart, implies the 
confeflion and inward feeling of 
the heart of the believer, that the 
law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and juft, and good ; 
and that his juft defert is death ; 
ond fo he accepts the punifhment 
of his fin in the very act of be- 
lieving, and in renouncing his 
own name and righteoufnefs, and 
in feeking and receiving pardon 
and deliverance from wrath, whol- 
ly on the footing of mercy, ex- 
ercifed through the righteoufuefs 
finifhed on the crofs, and thus 
faith is an act of deep humility. 
As Chriftis embraced as a glori- 
cus Saviour, the chiefeft among 
ten thoufand, and altogether love- 
ly, the pearl of great price for 
which the believer parts with all, 
that he may enjoy himas his be- 
loved ; and as he confides in him 
2s his only Saviour, fo he exerci- 
fes fupreme love and confidence in 
him in the very act of faith. But 
love, humility and truft in God, 
are holy exercifes, and partake 


of the very eflence of holinefs. | 


They are the fruits of the divine 
ipirit, asis faith irfelf. Gal. v. 
22, 23. But the fruit of the 
fpirit is love, joy, peace, long fuf- 
fering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, 
meeknefs, temperance. That faith 
is an holy principle is evident 
from its effe&ts, as reprefented by 
Chrift. He that believeth on me, 
as the {cripture hath faid, out of 
his belly fhall flow rivers of living 
water. The water that I fhall 
give him, fhall be in him a well of 
water {pringing up into everlaft- 
ing life. Werethere no holinefs 
in faith, were it merely hiftorical, 
or fpeculative, like the faith of 
devils and wicked men, its effeéts 
weuld not be holy. Unholy 
principles do not produce holy ef- 
i.tts. Sweet waters never flow 


from a bitter and noxious foun- 
tain. It would not work by love 
and purify the heart, were there 
no love, nor purity in it. Itis 
in its effets like other divine prin- 
ciples. It islike the fear of the 
Lord which is a fountain of life. 
to depart from the fuares of 
death* : Like love, the effe& of 
which is obediencet : Like nope, 
which caufeth every man who 
hath it to purify himfelf even as 
God is pure.t In thofe refpeéts 
faith appears to be an holy prin- 
ciple or exercife, and to differ ef- 
fentially from a dead faith, or the 
faith of devils, as the apoftle 
James terms it. Devils believe 
and tremble : But do they hum. 
ble themfelves ? Do they love God 
and fubmit to him? Do they 
bring forth the fruits of right. 
cou{nefs ? Wicked men will all 
believe and tremble at the day of 
judgment, but they will not love, 
truft in Chrift, and obey him. 
Faith therefore is a very different 
thing from a bare affent to the 
truth ; very different from a 
perfuafion that Chrift is mine and 


| heaven is mine ; from every thing 





| 


' 
' 





which is not holy and productive 
of new obedience. It is in its 
very nature, and all its tendencies 
a conformity to the divine will and 
government as expreffed in the 
law and gofpel. The apoftle 
therefore with the greateft propri- 
ety, makes the challenge, Rom. 
iii. 31. Do we then make void 
the law through faith ? God for- 
bid; yea, we eftablifh the law. 
Il]. How different are true 
believers from hypocrites, and 
men of the world? As different 
as living men, all aGtivity and life, 
from dead men: as different 


* Prov, xiv. 27. 


+ 1 John v. 3. 
¢ 1 John iii. 3. 
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as ftreams and rivers of water 
from the parched ground. 
lievers are begotten unto a lively 
hope and their works are works 
of life, pleafing to God and ufe- 
ful to men. 
ers is a dead faith, and their works 
are dead. The one fear God, 
work righteoufnefs, and their 
prayers and alms afcend up for a 
memorial before God. They 
unite piety and righteoufnefs in 
their character, meeknefs and fo- 
briety, temperance, patience and 
brotherly kindnefs. 
forgive, pray for, and do good 


to their enemies ; to all men as 


they have opportunity, and efpe- | 


cially to the houfehold of faith. 
But thefe are not found in hypo- 
crites nor men of the world. 
They caft off fear and reftrain 
prayer. If they pray fometimes 


they will not always pray and de- | 
light themfelves in the almighty ? 
Or if they have the form of god- 


linefs they will deny the power 
of it. Orif they attend the du- 


ties of piety they will negleé& _ 


thofe of righteoufaefs. Some 
will be externally righteous tow- 


ards men, and yet be deftitute of | 
Though | 
they may profefs to know God, | 


all piety to*ards God. 


yet their lives contradict their 
profeffion. True believers over- 
come the world. They fell all 
for Chrift ; but others cleave to 
their farms and merchandize, their 


oxen and pleafures, and will not | 


come to him that they might have 
life. Believers have crucified the 
fiefh with the affeétions and lufts ; 
but others nourifh and purfue 
them. The former are pleafant 
and ufeful as the light, retrefhing 
as living ftreams and fountains of 
water ; but the are like 
flagnant waters, which generate 
Gifeafe and death, How do 
their corrupt do€trines, their hy- 


Q*tor 
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Nature and effeds of Faith. 


Be- 


But the faith of oth- | 


They love, | 


[Fers, 


| pocrify, deceit and loofe lives 
| poifon the world, difhonor God 
'and deftroy the fouls of men > 
| One finner deftroyeth much good! 
IV. Since faith hath fuch pow. 
erful and happy effects, how evi- 
dent is it that our lukewarm, 
lifelefs profeffors, and perfans 
who live hike the world, are byt 
‘mere hypocrites. After all their 
profeffions and fair appearances, 
_theyare dead in trefpafles and fins, 
| They do not fhow their faith by 
their works. Their faith being 
alone is dead. What folemn and 
alarming confiderations are thefe 
for formalifts in religion, and to 
all men who live to themfelves and 
/not to God ? Ought not thefe 
|truths deeply to imprefs their 
|minds: That he is nota Jew, 
| whichis one outwardly ; neither 
is circumcifion, that which is out- 
ward in the flefh ;_ but he is a Jew 
that is one inwardly ; and circum. 
cifion is that of the heart, in the 
fpirit, and not in the letter, whofe 
praife is not of men but of God: 
That in Jefus Chrift, neither cir- 
cumcifion availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcifion, but faith which 
worketh by love. 

V. How fhould every reader, 
in the view which hath beea given 
of faith, inquire, have I this pre- 
cious faith ? Do I experience the 
|nathre and effeé&ts of it in my 
heart and life? Have I feen my 

guilty, felf-ruined, helplefs condi- 
tion? That there was no help for 
me but in the great phyician: 
| Have I apprehended the all fuil- 
ciency and glory of the Saviour, 
| attracting the fupreme aiiection & 
'my foul ; fo that I have embri- 
iced him as my ftrength and right: 
| eoufnefs, my friend and only be- 
| loved ? Have I committed my 
| foul and all my eternal conce:n 
| into his hands, and truiled 19 pins 
' for mv whole falyation? Dos 
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light to fee him reigning ? Tolie | 
at his feet, and give him all the 
glory of my falvation? Do I 
find a principle of life within me, 
flowing out in all pious affections, 
thoughts, defires, purpofes and 
actions, as they refpect God ? 
In kind affeétion, righteoufnefs, 
charity, brotherly kindnefs, meek- 
nefs, patience, long fuffering and 
forgivenefs towards men? Am [ 
fober, grave and temperate, as 
it refpetts myfelf ? bs my conver- 
fation in- heaven ? Forgetting 
ihofe things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto thofe 
things which are before, do I 
prefs toward the mark for the 
prize of my high calling in Chrift 
Jefus ? O my foul, thefe are in- 
quiries in which thy eternal hap- 
pinefs is immediately concerned ? 
With what deep attention fhould 
1 confider them ? With what ho- 
ly caution and trembling fhould I 
anfwer them ? O merciful God, 
may a polluted worm humbly 
hope that thou haft wrought thefe 
things for him, and that the life 
he now lives in the fichh, he lives 
by the faith of the fon of God ? 
O Lord, aflift me in thefe great 
inguiries ? O fhine into my foul, 
and grant that thy good fpirit may 
witnefs with mine, that I have 
believed, and do believe in the 
name of the Lord Jefus, and feal 
me to the day of redemption. 
Search me, O God, and know 
my heart ; try me and know my 
thoughts. And fee if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlatting. Lord, 
increafe my faith. 
Vi. Of what infinite moment 
's it to every man immediately to 
believe on the name of the Lord 
fefus Chrift ? What incalculable 
hanpinefs is there in being like 
trees planted by the rivers of wa- 
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in due feafon ? Tn union to Chrift, 
in a participation in the bleffings 
of grace, peace and glory? How 
defirable not only to be holy and 
happy ourfelves ; but to be ufe- 
ful to others, as fountains and 
ftreams of water, clexnfing and 
gladdenmg all around us ? How 
important is it in another view, as 
without this we can have no life 
in us, can never pleafe God, nor 
have any communion with him? 
But fhall be in a ftate of con- 
demnation ; becaufe we have not 
believed on the onlybegotten Son 
of God. We fhall not fee life, 
but the wrath of God wil! abide 
onus. Soon, very foon we may 
have our part with the unbelieving 
and the abominable, in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brim- 
ftone. Should this be the un- 
happy condition of any reader, 
let him fly from the wrath to 
come. Behold the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the fin of the 
world ! fe Ze 


An explanation of the Prophecy of 
Daniel. 


(Continued from page 264.) 
NUMBER IV. 


The Kings of the North and South, 
Chap. xi. 


HE next important vifion 

in the prophecy of Daniel 

is that of the feventy weeks ; but 
this is not conneéted with the 
general feries of events which is 
the grand fubject of this prophe- 
cy, and may be confidered fimply 
by itfclf. Detween the oiliers 
there isa great refemblance, or 
rather, they are prophetic repre- 
fentations of the faime events by 
different types, aud gradually de- 
fcending from general fubjects to 
particular parts, and efpecialty, as 





ter, which bring forth their fruit 


this eleventh chapter may be view- 
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ed as a continuation of the vifion | for others befides thofe, for vas. 
of the he goat, chap. viii. 8. it gers rather than for his feed, 
is propofed to fufpend an expla- | This preparation for the immed:, 
nation of the vifion of the weeks, | ate fubject of the prophecy being 
and continue the prophetic feries | thus made, the angel proceeds to 
from the eighth to this eleventh | defcribe the conflicts which thoylj 
chapter. fubfilt between the two capital 
As the kiags of the north, or | fucceflors of Alexander, calle 
Syria, and the fouth, or Egypt, | the kings of the north and fouth, 
are the immediate fubjeCisof this | or Syria and Egypt, as Syria lay 
prophecy, the angel only makes | north and Egypt fouth of Palef. 
thofe general remarks on the pre- | tine or Judea. The other two 
ceding events which were necefla- | kingdoms, that of Caffander ig 
ry, as a regular introdudtion. | Greece, and that of Lyfimachys 
This prophet had this vifion tm | in Thrace, are paffed in filence, 
the third year of Cyrus. Now | as they were remote from Judea 
fays the angel, There foall land up | and difconne&ted with the Jews 
three kings in Perfia. Thefe were | for whofe fake thefe prophecies 
Camby/es the fon of Cyrus, cal- | were immediately given. Belides, 
led Ahafucrus Ezra iv. 6. Smer- the kingdom of Caflander was 
dis the magian, the ufurper, cal- foon conquered by Lyfimachus, 
Jed Artaxerxes, Ezra iv. 7. and and annexed to Thrace, and Ly. 
Darius, who decreed fo favoura- fimachus was fubdued by Seleu- 
bly for the Jews, Ezra vi. and cus, and his kingdom annexed to 
the fourth, Xerxes the fon of Da- Syria; and fo the kingdoms of 
rius, fhall be far richer than they Syria and Egypt abforbed, and 
all ; and by his frength, through his virtually comprifed the whole em 
riches, he fball fiir up all, his fub- pire of Alexander. Of the pro 
jects and allies, agaimff the realmof phecy of thefe kingdoms perm 
Grecia. Having introduced the a paraphrafe, comprifing the pra- 
war between the Perfians and cipal events contained in it, by 
the Greeks, the angel paffes from way of explanation. 
the authors, the Perlians, to the V. 5. And the king of the fouth, 
confequences of it, by which the | Ptolemy king of Egypt, one of 
empire of the Perfians was de- | Alexander’s fucceffors, poffetling 
ftroyed, and the kingdom of the | Egypt, Paleftine and Ceele-Syria, 
Greeks ere€ted. And a mighty &c. thall be ftrong, and one othe: 
king, Alexander the great, feall | of his, Alexander’s, princes or lic 
feand up, and rule with great do- | ceflors, Seleucus, called Nicator, 
minion, and do according to his | the conqueror, /ball be firong above 
will, And when he fhall fand up | him, Ptolemy ; his dominion, cot 
his kingdom fhall be extended and __ prifing Greece, Thrace, the Alias 
eftablifhed, it fa/l foon be broken, | provinces, Syria, Babylon and the 
or diflolved by his death, and provinces in the eat, fall be 4 
foal! be divided toward the Jour | great dominion. 'To Seleucus iuc- 
winds of heaven, or into four king- | ceeded his fon Antiochus 90th 
doms, and not to Lis poflerity but | and to him Antiochus Theos, © 
to his generals, nor according to: to Ptolemy fucceeded his fon, 
his dominion which he ruled, net | Ptolemy Philadelphus. Betwet® 
fo extenfive nor fo powerful ; for | thefe kings there were fevere com 
bis kingdom fhall be plucked up even telts ; but weary of their difputes, 
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they confulted terms of peace and 
came to an agreement on the 
condition, that Antiochus Theos 
fhould put away his wife, Laodice, 
and her fons, and marry Berenice, 
the daughter of Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus. Sov. 6. In the end of 
the years they fhall join themfelves 
ingether for Berenice, the king’s 
daughter of the fouth, of Ptolemy, 
jfrall come to the king of the north, 
to Antiochus Theos, to make an 
nereement, or fulfil the conditions 
of peace ; but fhe, Berenice, hall 
rot retain the power of the arm, her 
intereft in the affeGtions ef her huf- | 
band, for Antiochus fhall reje& | 
her, and receive Laodice his other 
wife to his bed ; but be fhall not 
ftand nor his arm, thall lofe his au- 
thority, for Laodice, fearful that 
he will reje& her and her fon, and 


V. 8. And fall carry captives in- 
to Egypt, their gods or idols and 
their princes, and among them 
thofe idols that Cambyfes had ta- 
ken and carried away, for which 
the Egyptians fhall call him Eu- 
ergetes, the benefa€tor, and their 


precious veffcls of filver and of gold, 


and he fhall continue more years, 
fhall live four or five years longer, 
than the kings of the north. V. 9. 
So the king of the fouth, having en- 
riched himfelf with the fpoils of 
Syria, /oall return and come iato his 
kingdom and return to his own land. 
V. 10. But his fons, the fons of 
the king of the north, Seleucus 
called Ceraunus, and Antiochus 
called the great, /hall be flirred up 
and fhall affemble a multitude of great 


forces, and one, Antiochus, for Se- 


leucus fhall be taken off, /ball cer- 


return again to Berenice, fhall | tainly come and overflow and pafs 


caufe him to be put to death by 
poifon ; but fhe, Berenice, /hail be 
given up, be murdered, and they 
ihat brought her, to Syria, her E- 
gyptian attendants, and he that be- 
gat her, or perhaps rather, was | 
begotten of her, her fon, who fhall | 
be murdered in like manner; and 
fe that firengthened her in thofe times, 
they who would have fecured her 
from the malice of Laodice, or 
her father who had fe tenderly 
conveyed the beft means for her 
health and comfort. V. 7. But 
out of a branch of her root fkall 
fland up one in his eflate, Ptolemy 
called Euergetes, proceeding from 
the fame parents, the fon of her 
father, who fucceeded him in his 
kingdom, refenting the injuries 
offered to his fitter, Shall come with 
an army to avenge her infults, and 
Joall enter into the fortrefs or fenced 
cities of the king of the north, gov- 
erned by Laodice and her fon, Se- 
leucus Collinicus, and Jeall deal 





through, recovering the cities and 
provinces which had been wreited 
from Seleucus king of Syria, and 
after the truce which fhall be made 
fhall expire, then he fhall return to 
profecute the war, and be flirred 
up even to the fortre/s, or city of 
defence belonging to Ptolemy. 
V. 11. And the king of the fouth, 
Ptolemy Philopator, the fon of 
Euergetes, /ball be moved with 
choler and fhall come forth and fight 
with him even the king of the north, 
and he, the king of the north, An- 
tiochus, /hall fet forth a great mul- 
titude ; but the multitude fhall be 
given into his hand, and Prolemy 
fhall obtain a complete victory 
over Antiochus. V. 12. And 
when he, Ptolemy, hath taken aevay 
the multitude, his heart fhall be lifted 
up, in pride and vanity, and vifit- 
ing the northern provinces, he 
fhall come to Jerufalem, offer fac- 
rifices, and attempt to enter into 
the holy of holies, from which be- 





egainft them and feall prevail, re- 
cucing them to his obedience. 


ing reftrained by the priefts, he 
fhall be bitterly incenfed again& 
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the Jews, and on his return to 
Egypt fhall commence a cruel per- 
fecution againft them, and /ball 
caft down many ten thoufands, but 
he fhall not be firengthened by the 
victory for the lofs of fo many 
valuable fubjeGts. V. 13. Sor 
the king of the north, Antiochus, 
féall return again to recover his 
loft provinces, and fhall fet forth a 
multitude greater than the former, 
and fhaill certainly come afier certain 
years with a great army and much 
siches. V.14. And in thofe days 
there feall many fland up againft the 
hing of the fouth, Ptolemy Epiph- 
anes, an infant king, the fon of 
Philopator. His officers of itate 
fhall be treacherous and plot his 
ruin, others fhall combine with 
Antiochus for his deitru€tion, alfo 
the robbers, the feditious ones, of 
thy perple fhall exalt themfelves, and 
unwittingly contribute to eflablifh 
the vifion. V.15. So the king of 
the north, Antiochus, fhall come 
and caf} up a mount and take the mof} 
fenced cities in Coele-Syria and 
Paleftine, and the arins of the fouth 
JSoall not withfland, or prevent him, 
nor bis chofen people, lis ableft geu- 
erals and braveit troops, neither 
Soall there be any ftrength to with- 
fland or refit Antiochus. V. 16. 
But he that com:th againf him, An- 
tiochus, fhall do according to his 
will, reducing the provinces of 
Ptolemy, and uone foall fand before 
him ; and he fhall fand in the glo- 
rious land, Judea, which by his 
hand, the foraging of his army, 
Shall be confumed : or perhaps rath- 
er, fhall be perfeed, as to lngra- 
tiate himfelf with the Jews and 
fecure their friendhhip, he fhall 
provide for the repair of their city, 
Jevuialem, and the temple, and 


eraota 1 avy ; , ~ . cP? . 
tolerate them in their religious 


’ . 
cuiloms. V.17. fe, Antiochus, 
not content with having wrelted 


Cele.Syria, or the region of Da. | 


Explanation of the Prophecy of Daniel. 





[ Fes, 


mafcus, and Paleftine, or Judea, 
from Ptolemy, Soall fet his face ip 
enter Egypt, with the Slrength of 
his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
with him, the Jews; thus fall }, 
do deliberating with himfelf, as he 
will meditate a war with the Ro. 
mantis, he will prefer firatagem to 
force, and propofe to fet thing; 
right, to fettle differences and ad. 
jutt difputes, andto eftablih friend. 
thip and peace, and he /tall give 
him, Ptolemy, the daughter of evi. 
men, his beautiful daughter Cleo. 
patra, corrupting her, detiging to 
perfuade her to betray the interes 
of her hufband ; but fhe hail ni 
frand on his fide, neither be for him, 
fhall efpoute the. intereit of her 
hufband, Ptolemy, rather thaa 
that of her father, Antiochus, 
V. 18. After this he, Antiochus, 


Jeall turn his face to the ifles, and 


fhall take mauy of them, withthe 
maritime citics on the coails of 
Afia and Greece, and fo iufult 
and provoke the Romans; duta 
prince, or Roman general, Acilus 
at Thermopylz, or rather Scipio 
at Mount Sipylus, for his ownk- 
half fhall caufe the re proach offered 
by him, Antiochus, to ceafe 5 sil 
out his own reproach, not to his 
difgrace but honor, he fball cay/: 
the reproach offered by him to tur 
upon him, Antiochus. V.19. Zhe 
he fhall return to the fort of his oa 
land, to Antioch the metropous 
of his kingdom, and be compelled 
to make peace with the Romans, 
upon the hard conditions of pay- 
ing 3000 talents when the treaty 
fhould be ratified by the nates 
and 10co annually for the pest 
twelve years to come, to provies 
for the payment he fhall go 1nt0 
the eaft to colle@ his tribute and 
rifle the rich temple of the Ely- 
means, and the inhalsutants, p' 
voked by this facrilegious attet ipts 
fhall attack, defeat and flay hin 


’ 
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1804. ] Explanation of the 
and his army: fo he ball fumble 
and fall and not be found. VY. 20. 
Then f hall fland up in his eflate, his 
fon Seleucus Philopator, a raifer 
of taxes, the glory, the wealth and 
flrength of the kingdom, who fhall | 
fend “his treafurer Heliodorus to | 
plunder the temple in Jerufalem, | 
to pay the tribute due to the Ro- | 
mans; but within a few days or 
years he Poall fall neither in anger 
nor in baitle, neither in fedition arc 
home nor in war abroad, but by 
“ treachery of his own fervants. 

. 21. And in his cftate fhall fland 
. a vile perfon, his brother Anti- 
ochus called Epiphanes, to ehom 
they fhall not give the honor of the 
kingdom, not being the next heir 
to the crown, and the murderer 
of his brother, the facnilegious 
Heliodorus, defigning to poftess i it 
himfelf ; but he fhall come in peacea- 
bly and fhall obtain the kingdom by 
flattering the king of 
Pergamus, that he will be his 
faithful friend and ally ; flattering 
the Syrians by his liberality and 
fair promifes; and the Romans 
yy paying them the arrears of the 
tribute, making them prefents, 
and afluring them that he will be 
a faithful friend and confederate. 
V. 22. And with the arms of a 


Hood feall they, his competitors for 


the crown, be cverfds aun be efcre him, 
and all their defigns frultrated, 
yea, ewen the > prince of the covenant, 
Onias the h igh pr ieit, wh » fhall 
be difplaced in favor of Jafon, 
who will oiler 360 talents for the 
ofice. V. 23. And after the 
nae made with him, Jalon, he 
all work deceitf iy a ind give the 
ond vd high pric! it to Menelaus, 
who will gi ve more money for it, 
and he r {hail b become firong, be eltab. 
ithed in the kingdom, with a finall 
people, from fmall be eginaings and 
feeble profpects, V. 24. He j ji nail 
enter peaceably upon the fa te? places 
\ OL. IV. No. 8. 
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| 
| 
| 


| ers have not done, nor bis fathers? 


| fathers, for he fball fcatter among 


' 
! 


_ make preparation toinvade Egypt, 


Jfrall flir up his power and his cour- 


forecoft devices againft him. V.26. 


of the province, poftefing the rich 
kingdom and provinces of Syria, 


and Phe ftall do that which his fath- 


the people in wild profufion, the 
| prey of his enemies, and the fpoil 
of temples, and the riches of his 
friends ; yea, and he fhall forecaft 
devices, pt the flrong holds, and 
even for atime. V.25. And he 
age again/! the king of the fouth, 
Ptolemy Philometor, the fon and 
fueceffor of cheap Epipuanet, 
with a great army, and the king of 
fouth {hall be firre d up to battle 

th a very great and mighty army, 
but he fhall not fland, for they fhal! 


Yea 1, they that feed ‘of the portion of 
his meat fra! ) d ay froy him, his offi- 
cers of ftate hal] be treacherous, 
his governors revolt, and his fub- 
jects become feditious and make 
his brother king.—Amid thefe 
{fcenes Philometor fhall come into 
the power of Antiochus. V. 27 


| And loth thefe kings’ hearts fhall he 


to do m iichief, each plotting the 


| ruin of the other, and they /hall 





Speak lies at one table, Antiochus, 
pretending that he had done all 
this out of affe€tion to his nephew, 
and Philometor accufing his min- 
itters, and acknowledging his ob- 
lig ations to his uncle for his good. 
nefs i in the care which he had ta. 
ken of him, but it feall not profper, 
the devices of neither fhall fucceed, 

a yet the end of thefe ftruggles 

{tall be at the time appointed. V.28. 
Then he, Antiochus Epiphanes, 
/hall return into his land with great 
riches, having plundered Egypt of 
its treafures, and a report having 
been propagated in Judea that he 
was dead, and the Jews rejoicing 
for the event, is heart fhall be 
azainft the holy covenant, exceed- 
Oo 
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ingly incenfed againft the Jews, 


he fhall take Jeruialem : in his way, 
fubdue the city by force, kill 
4000 Jews, fell as many more for 
flaves s,pollutethe altarwith {wine’s 
flefh, profane the holy of holies, 
plunder the temple of 1800 tal- 
ents, reftore Menelz us to his of- 
fice, of which he fhall be divefted 
by his brother Jafon, appoint a 
barbarian governor of the city, 


and he frall do, or having done | 
thefe exp ploi Of he fhall return to bis | h 


OWN le nd. 


pe 
POLE, 


erminate 


V. 29. 
when thefe 


At the time ape | 
confliéts fhall 
he, Antiochus, 
vd 


> , . 


_ 
/ 


2" 
} 


, 
3 all return avd come 2 


: he 
ine fouth, but it, 


rain towas 
this expedition, 
ball not be as the former or as the 
latter. a 20. For the fhips ef 
. "histims anfportiag 4 th e Roman 
ball. Heng of whom the king of 
Bovvot had prayed relicf, hall 
cone againft him, and the ambafla- 
dor, fulpending friendly faluta- 
tions, fhall give him the decree of 
the fenate, requiring him to depart 
from the frie ads of the Romans. 
Ter — at fuch a perempto: 
mand, he fhall re ms he will obey | 
the sin n fenate therefo re Seal 
LA a a 


&y 42 ‘y 
turn to yria 5 ; ‘eed aes indigna- 
again, V3 tl e holy covenant, veut- 

all the c! a in and grief 
9° ’ 
difappointed fo a 
ad poffefling Egypt upon the 
Jews: fo Shall he da, he fhall de- 
tach his general A pol! 
ail army againtl Je 

‘ 

fhall flay many of the Jews, plun- 
der and fet fire to the city, build | 


a flrong caille which fhall inter- 


ry de. 


nt iochus, be gris VEL 
C¢ 
ie 
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ager! 
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ing gr 


of his 
opes of conguering 


due 


onius with 


Explanation of the Prophecy of Daniel. 





ifalem, who. 


} came 


rupt, hi arrals and kill the worthip- | 


pers i the temp! e¢, and fhed inno- 
cent blood ; 

fhall be neglected a 
deferted ; he thall moreover 
hth aa edict, rec 
on pain ef eat! 


, 
~aa 


pud- 


A 
the religion of the heathen; fo 
worfhipot God fhall be 


aesbs WL ab 


' 


io God’s worth: ip | 
nd the temple | 


to coniorm to; 
she 


oem 


| they grew 


wing his fubjets | 


rogated, | king of Judah,—by t 


Fes. 


heathen ritesinftituted,andthetem. 
ple confecrated to Jupiter Olym. 
pius the great god of the Greeks. 
and he {hall return and have int. 
ligence with them that Sorfake the 
holy covenant, proceeding inall this 
by the advice of the wicked Men. 
elaus and other apoftate Jews, to 
fubvert the worfhip of the Jews 
and introduce the worhhip of the 
heathen. 

As previous to this the Romans 
ad conquered Greece and Mace. 
ats and now began to control 

affairs of Alia ar aa Ecyot, and 

= the fucceeding operations in 
them were but the dyin ng pangs 
of diffolving empire ; efpecially, 
as the fpirit of prophecy concludes 
its predictions re{pe he em 
pire of Alexander with 7 It1OC 
E-piphanes, let this explanation be 
concluded with a very general de- 
{cription of the kingdom of the 
Greeks. The Macedonians and 
Grecians were the defcendants of 
Javan, the fon of Japheth, by 
whom the ifles of the Gentiles 
were divided in their lands, Gen, 
. 5. From families 


do 


hated 


a 


hy 
bhve 


Nia 


athe 


x , pre »bablr, 


c2 »} ied 


na- 


into tribes, 
tions, with a chief, called a king 
at their head. ‘In their me 
proved and civilized conc 
when the fpirit of liberty b begait 
to rei pire, 


of ttates, 


re om 


4+ 10° 
Va 


they affumed the — 
and had their congre:s 
of deput tes to confult the u Liberty 
and ae ral intereils of G etce. 
They Pp? lanted many colon 
diftant parts. At an early perio 
in the hittory of nations, they bes 
famous ere: their my DTOVes 
ent in {clence 
philo topher: 8, poets ar herotsy 
for t their arts a: id t} 1eIr arms. 
KnO' wledge of their war wi ith the 
be ‘and the deftruction of 
in the time of the Judges 
frael, perhaps of jaye \y 
fome { fay in the days of a 
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} 
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| 
roy, 
in 


he 
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powers of Homer will be-tranf- | 


mitted to remoteit ages. Their | 
victory over the army of Darius, 
when ten or eleven thoufand 
Greeks put three hundred thou- 
fand Perfians to flight ; and their 
expulfion of Xerxes and his vat 
army from Greece, procured them 
great renown. But the fpirit of 
emulation obtaining among them, 
they divided into faétions, har- | 
rafled and weakened one another, 
and finally fell a prey to the am- 
bition and power of Philip, king 
of Macedon. By him an expe- 
dition was planned againft the | 
Perfians, and preparations were 
made for commencing the war. 
But Philip dying, his fon Alexan- 
der fucceeded him, and carried the 
war into effect, by fubduing the 
Perfian empire.—In the Macedo- 
nians, we fee the rough be goat. 
In Alexander and his family, the 
notable horn between his eyes. ‘That | 
being broken, in Cafflander, Lyfi- 
machus, Ptolemy and Scleucus, | 
we fee the four notable ones which 
came up for it ; and in Antiochus 
Epiphanes, we fee the he goat ex- 
pire, or the empire diflolve, 167 
years after it was founded by A- 
lexander, and 164 years before the 
burth of our Lord and Saviour, 


Jetus Chrift.* 





It may not be improper in this 
place to oblerve the aptitude of the 
types by which this empire was repre- 
fented. In the image it was reprefent- 
ed bydrofs to denote the brazen armour 
of the Greeks, By the del/y to denote 
the luxury and intemperance of its em- 
psrors end kings. Aieuindes brot ig ght 


exceflive ufe of v wine. 


{neceflor 


"The kin 1g, his 
rs, off ecially the kings of Evypr, 
were montlers of intemperance, luxury, 
Cebaychery and inceft. By the thighs 
to denote the two king gdome, of Syria 

{ Egypt, into which it fivally def- 
cended. In the vifion it was repre- 
ated by a leopard to denote the refolu- 


—— 
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or objections againk applying it 


pointed was Tong. 








tion and fiercenefe of it; and courage, 


In the progrefs of the explana. 
tion we have now come to an im- 
portant and yet very obfcure part 
of the prophecy ; and expofitors 
have not much more agreed in ex- 
plaining the preceding, than they 
have difagreed in applying the re 
maining part of this vifon. Does 
it not moft obvioufly relate to the 
fame fubjects and events with the 
vifion af she little hora, Chap. viti, 
g—i2? and thi all we be furprifed 
in finding that expofitors have 
given it the fame general explane- 
tion? fome applying it to Antio- 
chus, and others to the Romans 
and pa rticularly to Antichrift ? 
Though the prefent writer is cone 
fcious of an incompetency for des 
ciding upon the different interpres 
tations, yct he begs leave to iube 
mit fome general obfervations to 
candid confideration, as difficulties 


exclutively to Antiochus. 4. It 
is faid .iw the introduction of the 
vifion, Chap. x. 1. 4 thing was 
rewcaled to Danicl—but the time ape 
But from the 
third year of Cyrus, when the pros 
plet had this vifien, to the death 
of Antiochus was only 370 years. 
This comperatively was a long 
wes but then ic is faid in the 

nclufion of the vifion, Chap. Xi 
7. in anfwer to the quel tion, how 





_ long fhali it be to the end of thefe 


wonders? that it fhould be fora 
time, times and a half; which ts 
the time afligned for the perfecu- 





or rofhnefs, was the capital fea ature in 
Alexander's character, and the valor of 
the Grecks was not exceeded by that 
of any nation. It was reprefent ted by 
an fe goat to “de fig nate the nation or 
people of which it was compofed. The 
Macedonian was called the goat’s peo- 
pic, their metropolis was called the 
goat’s town, and Alexander called his 
fon Egus, the he geat. How furprif- 
ingly apt the types and how accurately 
did they defcribe the empire ! 
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tion of the little horn, Chap. vii. 
and does not this imply that this 
vifion is of equal extent, and rela- 
ted to cotemporary, or the fame 
events? The angel fays to the 
prophet, Chap. x. 14. Lamcome 
to make thee underftand what 
fhall befal thy people in the latter 
days. And do not the Jatter, and 
daft days, in the old teftament yen- 
erally, if not always, denote the 
times of the gofpel difpentation ? 


by Antiochus is inferted in its 


proper place, immediately after | 


the expulfion cf the Syrians from 


Egypt bythe Roman ambafladors, | 


v. 30. and when we confider the 


it to be fuppofed that all the re- 
maining part of the chapter is em- 


continued but three years and a 
half? 3. Is not the fetting up 
of the abomination which maketh 


defolate, v. 31. Chap. xii. 11. ap- 
plied by Chrift, Matt. xxiv. 15. 


to the Romans? 4. It is faid, 
v. 36. And the king fhall exalt 
himfelf above every god, &c. but 
was this true of Antiochus? Ic 
is faid, v. 37. Neither fhall he re- 
gard the God of his fathers—nor 
any God. But did not Antiochus 


@ pompous manner? and make a 
decree that ail the nations in his 
dominion fhould conform to the 
Grecian religion, and dedicate 
the temple to Jupiter Oiympius, 
the great god of the Greeks? But 
is it not true of Antichrit ? It is 
alfo faid, he fhall not regard the 
defire of women: but Antiechus 


had his wife and concubine, and | 


made himfeif odious by his de- 
bauchery and lewdnefs ; but how 
applicable is this to Antichriit, 
who violates the itrong propenfity 
of human nature in forbidding to 
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marry? Have not the Romans 
and Antichrift corrupted and {. 
duced as many by flatteries, a5 
Antiochus did? Was it more try. 
of Judas and his brethren, tha 
the people who knew their God 
fhould be ftrong and do exploits, 
than ‘of Chriftian minitters ang 
martyrs? Was it more true ip 
the times of the Maccabees, that 


| they that underftood among the 
| people fhould inftru€t many, yet 
2. The perfecution of the Jews | 


they fhould fall by the fword, and 
by the flame, and by captivity, 
and by fpoil many days, than of 
Chriilian profeflors ? Wasit more 
true of the Jews, that when they 


| fhould fall they thould be holpen 
° . . * ' 
concife manner in which the events 
of this prophecy are predicted, is 


with a little help, by the Macca. 
bees,—than of the Chrittians who 
were relieved from the perfecuting 


| {word and flame, by Conftantine? 
ployed in defcribing it, when it | 


Or did more cleave to the Jews by 
flatteries than clave to the Chnif- 
tians ?—Some learned expofitors 
interpret the god of forces, v. 38. 
(Mahuzzim, gods, protectors ot 
tutelar deities, ) to denote canon. 
ized faints and martyrs, who have 

een adored as the protectors of 
cities, temples and perfons; foi 
his eltate, his place or office, he 
fhall honor the god of forces, or 
thefe prote&ing divinities, with 
gold and filver and precious {tones 
and pleafant things. This would 
indced be acknowledging a ttran- 
ger which his fathers knew not. 
Thefe would be new gods that 
came newly up. So they render, 
v. 30. Thus fhall he do in the 


,moit ftrong hold witha ftrange 


god whom he fhallacknowledge.— 


’ 
| 'T’o the defenders of thefe tutear 


deities he thall multiply honor, 
&e. That is, while he acknow- 
ledecs thefe new or ftrange divit- 
ities, he fhall honor thofe who ade 
vocate them, the religious orders 
who have eulogized the beneti- 
cent acts, and powerful prote+u99 
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of departed faints, and perfuaded 
the multitude to adore and confide 
in them with fuch ardent affeCtion 
and zeal, and he fhall divide to 
them the land for gain, or a reward | 
for this eflential fervice. 5. They | 
who apply this prophecy to An- | 
tiochus, underftand his planting 
the tabernacles of his palaces be- 
tween the feas in the glorious holy 
mountain, and coming to his end ; 
of his eftablifhing his abfolute re- 
gal authority in Judea, and dying 
inshis eaftern expedition. Butin | 
the partition of Alexander’s em- | 


pire between his generals, was not 
Judea refigned to Ptolemy? Did 
not the kings of Egypt exercife a 
regal authority over it as truly as 
Antiochus ? and for a much lon- 
gertime? Did not the Romans 
eftablifh an abfolute regal author- 
ity over it? Befides, did not Ju- 
cas and his brethren wreft Judea 
from Antiochus and eftablihh their 
own authority in it before his 
death 2 Now if planting the tab- 
ernacles of his palaces in the glo- 
rious holy mountain, denotes ef- | 
tablifhing a regal authority in Ju- | 
dea, why is it not as applicable to 
the kings of Egypt as to Antio- 
chus ? and tothe Romans in pre- | 
ference to either ?—Permit one 
general obfervation, as a conclufion 
of thefe remarks, cqually applica- | 
ble to the little horn, Chap. viii. | 
g—12. which in the laft number | 
was treated with brevity, as it was | 
defigned to conned it with this | 
vifion for a further iluftration. | 
Is it not very obvious that the | 
prophet begins the prophetic fe- | 
ries of events with the empire of 
Babylon, and by the moft fignifi- 
cant types, with admirable accu- 
racy defcribes the Medo. Perfian 
and Macedonian empires, with the 
confli€s of the north and fouth to 
sg ¢ expulfion of the Syrians from 
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| wards the pleafant !a tand, fubduing 





Egypt by the Roman ambaffa- 


dors, and ends this feries, Chap. 
xil. 3, 4. with the refurreGion of 
the juft and the unjuft, and the 
retributions of eternity. Now if 
thefe events are to be underftood 
of Antiochus, inthefe vifions there 
is a mighty chafm, a vatt void, 
extending from Antiochus to the 
general refurre€tion, in which no 
fcene is opened, no event predi&- 
ed, but that long protraéted peri- 
od is involved in an impenetrable 
gloom. It is alfo to be obferved, 
'that the dream, and the vifion of 
| the four beafts, conduct the feries 
to the final confummation; but 
if the vifion of the eighth, and of 
this cleventh chapter, concludes 
with Antiochus, is there not an 
obvious want of uniformity in 
thefe divine vifions? But if we 
fhould confider the fpirit of pro- 
phecy in thefe vifions, as proceed 
ing in concert with the otlrer, and 
as when it introduced the Perfians 
it paffed from the Babylonians to 
them, and when it introduced the 
Macedonians it paffed to them 
from the Perfians, fo when it in- : 
troduces the Romars, it pafies 








from the Macedonians to them ; a. 
‘and having feen them expelling iA 
Antiochus from Egypt, if, with et 
07% learned critics, we render v. \ 
And arms, a military power, th 
bal fiand on bis part, a and after t 
him arms, or a military power bi 
| (the Romans), fhall ftand up, 4 


wax exceeding great, towards the .) 
fouth and towards the eaft and to. 


the Jews and cafting down the 
fan& Guary, taking away the daily 
facrifice, plecing the abomination 
which maketh defolate, and per- 
fecuting the Chriftians with the 





fword and the flame and captivity % 
and ce many days, vet holpen "4 
with a little help, by Conftantiae ; i 


if we fee the king, Antichritt, do- 
ing according to his will, refufing 


‘ a 
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{ubjeGtion to laws human and di- 
vine, exalting himfelf above every 
god, and adoring a {trange god, 
deifying faints and martyrs to the 


time of the end—and this idola- | 


trous worfhip betng eltablithed, if 
we fee ihe king of the fouth, the 
next abfolute fouthera power, the 
Mahometans, or Saracens, pufhing 
their conguefts to the north ; and 
the king of the north, the next 
folute northern power, the Turks, 


. . - . | 
coming from their north quarters, | 
(Ezek. chap. | 
38.) with chariots and horfemen | 


Like a whirlwind, 
and many Soips 
tries, ver foo wing and paffing over 
from Afia 


& mal 


and eftablifhing them- 


Chriflian Unity. 


ab 
ovr 


ry entering the coun- 


[F ex, 


ver. 11. From the fime that the 
daily facrifice fall be taken away 
and the abomination which mak. 
eth defolate fet up, there thall be 
a thoufand two hundred and nine. 
ty days. Bleffed is he that wait. 
eth and cometh to the thoufand 
| three hundred five and thirty days, 
From what particular events to 
compute thefe periods, it is, a 
prefent, impoflible for us to de. 
| cide. As the text affures that 
the words are clofed up and fected, 
to the the time of the end, let us, 
rather than roam in the field o 
conjecture, wait in faith and hope 
for a complete explication of then 
from the providence of God. 


felves in Europe; if we /hould fee | 


him jrritated by tidings out of the 
north and out of the ealt, and go- 


ing forth in great fury to defroy 
and uit: rly to make away many ; if | 
we fhould fee him plant the taber- 
nacles of his palaces between the fras 
éa the glorious holy mountain, in Ju- 


dea, and there come (Ezek. 39.) 
to an inevitable e if we fhould 
perceive this to be a time of great 


rycl 
ee | 


tribulation to Jews and Chrittians, | 


and Michael their prince flanding 
up to deliver them ; if we fhould 
hear the trump of the Archangel 


to judgment ;— if, I fay, we fhould 


fee this to be the feries of events | 


contained in thefe vifions, fh 


ould 
not admire the uniformity and 
harmony of the fyftem? and fee- 
ing it illuftrated and confirmed in 
divine providence, would it not 
bear the impreffion of divine au- 
thority, and rivet a conviétion in 


Tes 
er 


ourminds, that the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God fpake 
as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoit ? 

To the gueftion, Chap. xii. 6. 
How long thall it be to the end 
of thefe wonders? it is replied, 


found, fee the dead arife and come | 


yy ej oe 
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CCORDING to the laws 

of Chrift, there is a vilible 

union to be fought by all his fol. 
lowers in this world. ‘They ar 
directed to unite and incorporate 
themfelves into one vifible fociety, 
which is called a church. The 
apofHes, who were extraordinarily 
qualified for the purpofe, were die 
rected to take the overfight of 
They divided it 1 


r churches, as necellity and 


this fociety. 
to leffe 
convenience required. Thelewere 
confidered only as the diitant bran- 
ches of the fame fociety, and al 
were in communion with each 
‘other. Individual Chritlians, when 
| they incorporate, affociate for {pe- 
cial purpofes. It is in their 2 
_greement in thefe things, which 
| are the objects of their incorpor 
' tion, that Chniltian unity conhits. 
} if they are not agreed in the ob- 
| jeéts for which the church was 1 
ftituted, there is no Chriflian um 
ty, however great their harmony 

| may be in all other refpects. 
Churches are not focieties form: 
led with a principal reference © 


' worldly purpofes; and howert 








~~ wet is 
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kind their members are to each 
other in this refpect, tho’ they 
fhould throw their poffeffions inte 
common ftock, this alone would 
not be Chriftian unity. 

Nor is the inititution of the 
church defigned for the purpofes 
of amufement, and habitsof friend- 
fhip on thefe principles. There- 
fore if its members have ever fo 
much love and harmony of this 
kind, there will be in it no Chrif- 
tian unity—the ends of this infti- 
tution will be in no degree an- 
fwered.—All focieties except the 
church are formed for purpofes | u 
which refpect this world. But 
Chrittians are citizens of a king- 
dom, which is not of this world. 
The inftitution of their vifible un- 
ion is of a nature infinitely more 
important. Tho’ the Chriftian 
{pirit will unqueftionably incline 
the members to kindnelfs in thefe 
things. 

Chriftians incorporate for this 
purpofe only, to ferve the Lord, 
and promote his caufe and kingdom. 
This was the original defign of the 
inkitution. The objeé& is the 
fame which led our Redeemer to 
defcend to his abafement and fuf- 
ferings, and to commiffion his dif- 
ciples to preach the gofpel, and 
form and regulate the Chriftian 
Church. Churches have nothing 
to do in any other concerns but 
this fervice, and amey are authori- 
fed to do every thing that it is ne- 

ceflary that they fhould d do to this 
end. According to the duties re- 
qured of them in the fcriptures, 
aud their folemn engagements, and 
profeffions, grounded on the word 
of God, they profe fs, that the 
Lord Jehovah is their God, that 
they cheerfully yield thensfelves 
to be his fereante, and they cove- 
lant to aid each ether in this fer- 
vi mutual fub- 


rice, asone family, in 
“ction to the laws of Chritt All 


Chriftian Unity. 


formance of every 
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this they engage, and nothing but 
what is implied in this. They 
alfo unite in the ear ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian faith. By 
thefe a&s and profeflions, they 
manifeft that they confider it the 
whole bufinefs of the community, 
and of every individual, to make 
the fervice of Chrift and his king- 
dom their only employment. This 
fervicé confilts in the faithful pers 
duty—of the 
whole will of God. It cenipre- 
hends the private devotions of 
each individual, and the diligent 

ife of all the appointed means of 
fanétifica ation,—a reverential at- 
tendence on the inftitutions of 
public worfhip,—a faithful ufe of 
their whole influence by example 
and converfation for the falvation 
of others, and the edification of 
each other, every relative duty, 
and fuitable exercife of kindnefs, 
and in general, an entire devotion 
of themfelves to the interefts of 
Chrift. « Then are ye my difci- 
ples indeed, when ye do all things, 
whatfoever I command you.’ 
They engage that this fhall be 
their only employment to eternity. 
It is in fulfilling thefe engage- 
ments and duties, that Chriftian 
unity very much confifts. They 
are in gofpel fellowfhip, only in 
proportion to their faithfulnefs 
and zeal in thefe things. 

The unity of Chriftians is fuch, 
that they are all aCtuated by one 
fpirit, to purfue the fame objecis. 
They are all made to drink into 
one fpirit. They have the fame 
things for the objets of purfuit as 
God, as our Redeemer, as the ho- 
ly angels, the apoitles, m martyrs, 
and the whole family of holy in- 
telligencies have had, and will 
have forever. The firft object is 
the glory of God, and the next is 
the higheft blefledaefs of his crea- 
tures. Thou fhalt love the Lord 
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{ubje&ion to laws human and di- 
vine, exalting himfelf above every 
god, and adoring a ftrange god, 
deifying faints and martyrs to the 
time of the end—and this idola- 
trous worfhip betng eftablithed, if 
we fee ihe king of the fouth, the 
next abfolute fouthern power, the 


Mahometans, or Saracens, pufhing | 


their conguelts to the north 5 and 
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the king of the north, the next ab- | 
folute northern power, the Turks, | 
coming from their north quarters, | 
ike a whirlwind, (Ezek. chap. | 
38.) with chariots and horfemen | 


aad many faip 
trics, r 1z and paffing over 
from Afia and eltablifhing them- 
felves in Europe; if we /hould fee 
him ‘rritated dy tidings out of the 
north and out of the ealt, and go- 


. : 
VEr{LOWings 


ry entering the coun- 


ing forth in great fury to deftroy 
and utterly to make away many ; if | 


we fhould fee him plant the taber- 
nacles of bis palaces between the fras 
éa the glorious holy mountain, in Ju- 
dea, and there come (Ezek. 39.) 
toan inevitable end; if we fhould 
perceive this to be a time of great 


tribulation to Jews and Chrittians, | 


and Michael their prince ftanding 
up to deliver them ; if we fhould 
hear the trump of the Arch 


aucel 
ee 


found, fee the dead arife and come | 


to judgment ;— if, I fay, we fhould 
fee this to be the feries of events 
contained in thefe vifions, fhould 
we not admire the uniformity and 


ing it illuftrated and confirmed in 
divine providence, would it not 
bear the impreffion of divine au- 
thority, and rivet a conviétion in 
ourminds, that the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God fpake 
as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoit ? 


[F ex, 


ver. 11. From the time that the 
daily facrifice fall be taken away 
and the abomination which mak. 
eth defolate fet up, there thall be 
a thoufand two hundred and nine, 
ty days. Bleffed is he that wait. 
eth and cometh to the thoufand 
three hundred five and thirty days, 
From what particular events tg 
compute thefe periods, it is, a 
prefent, impoflible for us to de. 
cide. As the text affores that 
the words are clofed up and {esled, 
to the the time of the end, let us, 
rather than roam in the field of 
conjecture, wait in faith and hone 
for a complete explication of then 
from the providence of God. 
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CCORDING to the laws 

of Chrift, there is a vilible 

union to be fought by all his fol. 
lowers in this world. ‘They are 
directed to unite and incorporate 
themfelves into one vifible fociety, 
which is called a church. The 
apofHes, who were extraordinarily 
qualified for the purpofe, were 


(le 
rected to of 


ake the overfight 
this fociety. They divided it 1 
to leffer churches, as necellity and 
convenience required. Thelewer 
confidered only as the diitant bran- 
ches of the fame fociety, and al 


were in communion with each 


‘other. Individual Chritlians, when 
*. . f - 
harmony of the fyflem? and fee- | 


‘cial purpofes. 


_greement in thefe things, ¥ 


hict 


aiv4* 


| are the obje&ts of their incorpore 


' 
{ 
' 
| 


its. 


tion, that Chriftian unity cont 
If they are not agreed in the ob- 
jets for which the church was 1 
ftituted, there is no Chrifian ua 


ity, however great their harmony 


To the gueftion, Chap. xii. 6. | 


How long thall it be to the end 
of thefe wonders? it is replied, 


may be in all other refpects. 
Churches are not focicties form- 


|ed with a principal reference © 


worldly purpofes; and howevt: 
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kind their members are to each 
other in this refpect, tho’ they 
fhould throw their poffeffions inte 
common flock, this alone would 
not be Chriftian unity. 

Nor ts the inititution of the 
church defigned for the purpofes 
of amufement, and habitsof friend- 
fhip on thefe principles. There- 
fore if its members have ever fo 
much love and harmony of this 
kind, there will be in it no Chrif- 
tian unity—the ends of this infti- 
tution will be in no degree an- 
fwered.—All focieties except the 
church are formed for purpofes 
which refpect this world. But 
Chrittians are citizens of a king- 
dom, which is not of this world. 
The inftitution of their vifible un- 
ion is of a nature infinitely more 
important. Tho’ the Chriftian 
{pirit will unqueftionably incline 
the members to kindnels in thefe 
things. 

Chriftians incorporate for this 
purpofe only, to ferve the Lord, 
and promote his caufe and kingdom. 
This was the or riginal defign of the 
inftitution. The objet is the 
fame which ted our Redeemer to 
defcend to his abafement and fuf- 
ferings, and to commiffion his dif- 
ciples to preach the gofpel, and 
form and regulate the Chriftian 
Church. Churches have nothiag 
to do in any other concerns but 
this fervice, and they are authori- 

ied to do every t thing that it 1s ne- 
ceflary that they fhould do to this 
end. i a to the duties re- 
quired of them in the fcriptures, 
their folemn engagements, and 
profeffions, grounded on the word 
of God, they profefs, that the 
Lord Jehovah is their God, that 
they cheerfully yield themfelves 
to be his fervants, and they cove- 
tant to aid each ether in this fer- 
vice, as one family, in mutual fub- 

“tion to the lawsof Chrift. All 
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and 
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this they engage, and nothing but 
what is implied in this. They 
alfo unite in the fundamental ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian faith. By 
thefe a€is and profeffions, they 
manifeft that they confider it the 
whole bufinefs of the community, 
and of every individual, to make 
the fervice of Chrift and his king- 
dom their only employment. This 
fervieé confifts in the faithful pers 
formance of every duty—of the 
whole will of God. It compre- 
hends the private devotions of 
each individual, and the diligent 
ufe of all the appointed means of 
fanctification,—a reverential at- 
tendence on the inftitutions of 
public worfhip,—a faithful ufe of 
their whole influence by example 
and converfation for the falvation 
of others, and the edification of 
each other, every relative duty, 
and fuitable exercife of kindnefs, 
and in general, an entire devotion 
of themfelves to the interefts of 
Chri. « Then are ye my difci- 
ples indeed, when ye do all things, 
whatfoever I command you.’ 
They eng gage that this fhall be 
their only cmployment to eternity. 
It is in fulfilling thefe engage. 
ments and duties, that Chriftian 
unity very much confifts. ‘They 
are in gofpel fellowfhip, only in 
proportion to their faithfulnefs 
and zeal in thefe things. 

The unity of Chriftians is fuch, 
that they are all aCtuated by one 
fpirit, to purfue the fame objects. 
They are all made to drink into 
one {pirit. They have the fame 
things for the objects of purfuit as 
God, 2s our Redeemer, as the ho- 
ly angels, the apoftles, martyrs, 
and the whole family of holy in- 
telligencies have had, and will 
have forever. The firft objeé& is 
the glory of God, and the next is 
the higheft blefedaefs of his crea- 
tures. Thou fhalt love the Lord 
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thy God with all thy heart—and | 
thy neighbor as thyfelf.—-Chrif- 
tians are alfo united in loving 
God, for the fake of the fame at- 
tributes, adminiftrations and ex- 
cellencies, for his purity, his law, 
his gofpel, his abfolute fepremacy 
and univerfal providence ; and 
they delight in the moral likenefs 
of God, in whomfoever it is dif- | 
covered ; they love the faints. 
Further: Chriftians are like 


each other in their difaffeGiions. | 


The fame things are the abhor- 
rence of them all. Whatever op- 
pofes the common intereit, is the 
averfion of the whole focicty. 
Above all things they hate fin, 
and on the fame account, becaufe 
itis pernicious, oppofed to God, 
and tends to injure his kingdom. 
Their hatred of iniquity produces 
the fame effet on all, caufes them 
to forfake the practice of it with 
repentance, oppofe temptations, 
refiit the devil, and deny them- 
{elves all ungodlinefs, and every 
worldly luft. Every individual 
conliders that as his enemy, which 
is an enemy to the caufe; for 
they have no partial interelts : 
The profperity of the whole is the 
treafure of cach.— Again : 

‘The union of Chriltians is the 
inore complete, becaufe the com- 
forts of all arife from the fame | 
fource. All rejoice exceedingly | 
in’ the manifeftations of the per- 
tections of God, in contemplating 
the ftability and perpetuity of his 
government, and in anticipating 
the period which approaches, when 
all the redeemed fhall be with 
Chrilt where he is, aud behold his 
glory. 

Al Chriftians in this world are 
aifo afiected with the feme for- 
rows. ‘They ave grieved at their 
palt ns, groan under the fenfe of 
their remaining depravity, and 
} 


¢ 
mourn when the light of God’s 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| are caufes of godly forrow, 


| they all 


[F ss, 


countenance is withheld, The 
lament the wickednefs of fuch, a 
will not believe on Jefus Chi 
And all thedeclenfions which they 


obferve in themfelves and others, 


In this fociety, all the true 
{piritual members look for the {yp. 
phes they need, tothe fame fource, 
As branches of the fame ving, 
draw their fpirit ual 
nourifhment from Chrift,—depend 
on his atonement and righteouf. 
nefs for pardon and acceptance 
with God,—have not their conf. 
cence in the flefh, but depend on 
the fanéiifying influences of the 
holy fpirit, and fay with David, 
‘ Create in me a clean heart, 0 
God, and renew a right pint, 
within me.’—Chrittians alfo 
united in their fentiments and feel. 
ings, refpecting the things of this 
world. They confider them asof 
little value, they fee that they 
cannot ferve both God and Man- 
mon, aud they cherifh the idea of 


re 
ie 


being but pilgrims and ftrangers 


on earth.-—Chriftians have alfo 
embraced, in all ages and nations, 


| the fame leading fyitem of doc. 


trines. 


The belief of one holy 


| God, who has the dire€tion of the 
| univerfe,—of a glorious Receem- 
'er,—of the efficacious iniluences 


of the fpirit,—of man’s natural 
and total depravity of heart,— 


and of future and eternal retribu- 


tions, are all plainly revealed i 
that facred volume, which they all 
acknowledge as the revelation of 
God, and in thefe things they 
have but one opinion. 
Chriftians are united in propo 
tionas their hearts are intenfely 
fixed on divine things, and as it's 
their meat and their drink to do 
the will of their Father who is La 
heaven. In this life, it isadmit- 


ted, that their union 1s imperfect, 
¥ . ry? . . as 
Lecaufe their fanGtification is 10+ 








y 
t, 
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complete ; but as fooa as they en~ 
ter on the invifible world, it will 
be entire, and remain forever. 

From confidering the unity of 
Chriftians, and the things in which 
they are united, a man, who is 
not ina good degree zealous in 
the caufe of God and his king- 
dom, and attached to the leading 
doétrines of grace, may conclude 
that he is not a real member of 
this holy fociety, which Chrift 
hasredcemedwith hisblood. But 
fuch as find their hearts in fellow. 
thip with the people of God, to 
fervehim and his caufe, andto take 
this fervice, and the comfort of 
feeing God and his caufe profper- 
ous and glorious forever, for their 
portion, may juftly viewthemfelves 
hving members. 

The perfe& union which fub- 
fifts between God, andsthe whole 
fociety of holy intelligencies, is a 
moft peculiar and wonderful foun- 
dation for the higheft focial happi- 
nefs which can be conceived of ; 
and the certainty of the accom- 
plifhment of the objeéts they feek, 
and of their eternal union, muft 
give evidence, that every member 
will have an eternal weight of glo- 
ry.— What a motive this to ho- 
linefs ? 

The view we havetakenof Chrif- 
tians will fhow, on what account, 
and with what manifeft propriety, 
they are called in the lioly fcrip- 
tures, * The excellent of theearth,’ 
and why they are exhorted to ‘ be 
ike minded, having the fame love, 
being of one accord, of one mind.” 

Finally : The enemies of this 
union, and of the principles of 
the union, muft be defperately 
wicked at heart ; and having no 
impartiality or benevolence, as a 
principle of cordial union among 
themfelves, they are fitted to be 
the eternal inftruments of divine 
Wrath upon each other, when all 
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reftraints fhall be taken off, and 
they fhall be given up to the felfift 
and hateful paffions of their own 
hearts. ‘¢ Thewicked are like the 
troubled fea, when it cannot ref, 
whofe waters cat up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace to the 
wicked, faith my God.’ 
MIKROS. 





Report of the Trujtees, tothe Hamp- 
shire Miffionary Society, at their 
annual meeting, in Northampton, 
on the laft Thurfday in Auguft, 
A. D. 1803. 


HE Truftees would jut re. 

mind the Society that in 
Augutt laft four Miffionaries were 
in their employment. The Rev. 
Meflrs. Taggart, Hale, Taylor and 
Grout. Meflrs. Taggart and Tay- 
lor, were employed in the ftate of 
New-York—and Mefirs. Hale and 
Grout in the diftri of Maine. 
Their miffions were of different 
durations. Two for fixteen and 
two for twelve weeks ; owing to 
the different times at which they 
were undertaken. In general 
they were gladly receivedand kind- 


ly treated. Their fervices were ~ 


gratefully acknowledged. Infome 
inftances ferious impreffions were 
made, conviétions produced—re- 
formations effeted——difficulties 
were removed—order and peace 
reftored—fchools were vifited, ex- 
amined and inftru&ted—churches 
formed and the erdinances admin- 
iftered. People, when feafonably 
apprized, crowded to attend lec- 
tures and conferences and hear the 
word of life. They were not ea- 
fily fatisfied with hearing ; and 
noticed with wonder and pleafure 
the meafures which were taken for 
their beft intereft by thofe who 
lived fo remote fromthem. They 
eagerly folicited renewed tokensof 
their friendfhip and love. In a 
Pp 
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ae 
few. inftances they contributed | 
Small {ums tothe funds, which have 
been duly received. Frequently | 
different religious fects attended | 
with decency upon their public | 
labors, and appeared pleafed and 
profited. Seldom did a fpirit of 
indifferency render the appoint- 
ment-of ale€ture improper. The 
contrary to this was fo apparent 
that they affembled, when they 
could, in uncomfortable places 
and inconvenient buildings—as the 
féttlements are fcattered,and fome 
lately and thinly inhabited, the | 
affemblies differed in their num- 
bers? ‘Sometimes they amounted 
ta feveral hundreds. Where they 
bad once been favored with the 
word of. truth they fought a fe- 
¢ond. benefit. The Miffionaries 
penetrated thro’ difficult and rug- 
ged waysinto places where none 
had licen fent before, and were un- 
expected, They labored both 
publicly and privately, and feized 
occafions as they offered to be ex- 
tenfively ufefyl. They did not 
{pare themfelves but labored much 
in‘the Lord, and we charitably 
hope that the blefling of fouls, 
ready to perifh, refts upon them. 
+ . They alfo diftributed the books 
whic's were committed to them as 
they judged would moft effeétu- 
ally fubferve the general defign. 
Some of them were defigned for 
children—fome for heads of fam- 
ilies and more private ufe, and 
others for public affemblies on the 
Lord’s day.—They were dire€ted 
more particularly in their private 
iiftructions to encourage family 
prayer—the pious inftru€tion of 
children—~a regular obfervation of 
the Lord’s day—meeting on that 
day for public worfhip—to guard 
the people againft thofe who might 
endeavor to turn them from the 
faith and the practice of the Gof- 
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pel—to urge uponthem tolay afide 


(Fes. 


{mall differences—colle& into a 
church ftate—fettle a gofpel min. 
iftry and keep the unity of the 
fpirit in thebond of peace. They 
were dire&ted to receive and brin 
with them what was freely offer. 
ed to the Lord, to obtain corre@ 
information re{pedting the religious 
ftate of our infant fettlements— 
to keep exaét journals of their 
miffions—and fo to demean them. 
felves that the important objeds 
aimed at might be attained. In 
this manner we think, we ma 
fay, that they have condutted ; 
as will more fully appear from the 
account which they have hyought, 
and from the teftimony of thofe 
among whom they labored. 

Rev. Mr. Taggart, while per- 
forming a miffion of fixteen weeks, 
travelled more than fourteen hun- 
dred miles; preached 83 fermons ; 
—z29 in the county of Oneida ; 19 
in that of Onondaga; 18 in that 
of Chenango ; 10 in that of Cay- 
uga ; 4 in that of Herkimer, 2 
on the line between Herkimer 
and Otfego, and one in the coun- 
ty of Montgomery—baptized 4 
children and adminiftered the 
Lord’sfupperonce. He obferves, 
“¢ Ingeneral myreception hasbeen 
very cordial. People fhewed a 
difpofition to hear ; the religious 
affemblies particularly on the 
Lord’s day were ufually large 
confidering the places where they 
convened ; and, many times, large 
collections affembled at weekly 
le€tures. People feem both to 
feel and exprefs a gaateful fenle 
of the pains which have been t 
ken by the feveral Miffionary So 
cieties to afford them fupplics. 
After mentioning fome difadvai- 
tages and difcouragements under 
which Miffions feem to lie, he pro 
ceeds ; “ From the beft informa- 
tion I have been able to obtalts 
the ftate of religious fociety + 
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pears to be progreffive. Settled 
Minifters are getting into fome 
places, and the number is increaf- 
ing, and their labors appear to 
have been, in fome inftances, 
crowned with remarkable fuccefs. 
Miffionaries have, I believe, in 
fome places done much good ; par- 
ticularly by forming focieties and 
preparing the way for the fettle- 
ment of the Gofpel ; and God 
has, in various places, been pleaf- 
ed to pour out his fpirit, fo as to 
caufe the wildernefs to bud and 
bloffom as arofe, in a fpiritual as 
it does ina literal fenfe.” 

Rev. Mr. Taylor, while per- 
forming a miffion of twelve weeks, 
preached upwards of 50 fermons 
—formed 2 churches—baptized 
18 children and vifited 13 fchools. 
After noticing the kind treatment 
which he experienced, he gives it 
as his opinion that the Miflionary 
bufinefs is of vaft importance if 
judicioufly managed. That fpe- 
cial regard fhould be had to the 
character and experience of thofe 
who are employed. He ftates 
feveral of the advantages, as they 
prefented themfelves to him, ari- 
fing from a difcreet and fteady 
management of miffions. As the 
following ; ‘* They ferve to coun- 
teraét the powerful inclination of 
people in a new country wholly to 
negle& the concerns of their fouls 
and fr ae nothing but procuring 
2 comfortable fubfiftence.—They 
check the pernicious influence of 
the immoral and unprincipled. 
They encourage and ftrengthen 
the few pious characters, which 
are to be met with, in their duty. 
—They ferve to fecure the youth 
from the dangers to which they 
are expofed ; and incline them to 
hear and regard the truth.—To 
convince of the utility of civil or- 


‘der and good neighborhood and 





friendly intercourfe.—To imprefs 
a deep conviction of the impors 
tance of religious inftitutions and 
public worfhip and the regular dif 
penfation of the word, as rel 
ting both to the prefent and fa 
ture life.—To work fincere :reb 
gret for the precious privileges 
which they had loft by their remo- 
val, and an ardent defire to regain 
them.—The Miffionaries are tn 
ftrumental in forming regular 
churches which are productive of 
extenfive good—Vifting, inftruct 
ing and praying with fchools alfo 
produce happy effets. —Their'la- 
bors and inftruGtions are likewife 
calculated to further and enliven 
the difcharge of parental duties.¥ 
The advantages are too many to 
be more minutely enumerated. ‘ ° 

Rev. Mr. Grout, while perform- 
ing a miffion to the diftrit ‘ot 
Maine of fixteen weeks travelled 
1265 miles—preached 87 Sermoits 
—baptized 46 perfons—aflifted in 
forming three churches —adminif- 
tered the Lord’s Supper 4 timés 
—vifited the fick—catechifed the 
children and gave private inftruc- 
tion to particular families. He 
appears fully convinced of the util- 
ity of well conduéted Miffiond, 
and recommends the continuance 
of them and the encouragement 
and affifttance of the charitable, in 
a manner which fhews how nearly 
the fpiritual intereft of thefe defti- 
tute people lay to his heart. 

Rev. Mr. Hale, while perform- 
ing a mifion of about twelve 
weeks to the eaftward preached 
nearly 60 Sermons—affifted in 
forming 3 churches—baptized 7 
adults and 25 children—adminif- 
tered the Lord’s Supper twice 
vifited the fick, and informed him- 
felf carefully of the ftate of the 
people. He was kindly received, 
labored mach, and, we hope, fuc- 
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need and utility of difcreet Mif- 
fionary ferviccs. 

They all agree that much good 
amay refult from Miffions, and af- 
fure us, while the ficld of laber is 
large and the harveft is plenteous 
that the laborers are few. 

Conttrained from love to fouls 
and animated with the pleafing 
profpet of ferving them, the 
Truftees have profecuted their 
work, and have now four Miffion- 
aries in their fervice: Rev. Meffrs. 
Fish, Cooley, Crosby and Strong. 
The three firft for the term of 18 
‘wecks—the 4th, being the latt 
precured, for 14 weeks. ‘The 
two firft are employed in the 
counties of Herkimer, Oigida, 
Onondaga and Chenango, in New- 


York: the others in the dittri@ | 


of Maine. To avoid interference 
with other focieties, and to pro- 


‘fit ourfelves of the knowledge | 
which we had gotten and of the ' 


favorable impreffions which we 
had made, they were direéted to 
take the fame route, to obtain, if 
able, fuller information—make 
deeper impreffions of our fincere 
defire to afford them the bread of 
life and make them a people pre- 
pared for the Lord. 

In the few letters received, they 
affure us of their kind reception— 
of the large fields of labor which 
are before them—of their fair 
profpects and hopes, and of their 
Gefire and purpofe to do what is 
expected, trufting in Chrift for 
ftrength and fuccefs, and earneftly 
eutreating the prayers of thofe 
who with well to Zion. 

The diftribution of books is 
egain made an object. The lift 
of the laft year has been increafed 
—as the report of the Truftees— 
Dr. Lathrop’s vol. on the Epiftle 
to the Ephefians—His fermons 
on baptifm and Chrift’s warning 





[Fex, 
eefsfully, and is convinced of the | to the churches—His fermon on 


ftedfaftnefs in religion, and two 
fermons on the Chriftian Sabbath 
— Doddridge’s Rife and Progrefe 


—the feveral fermons which have 





been preached before the fociety 
—alfo divers other fmall trags, ag 
| Plain Truths, Two Shoemakers, 
Repofitory Traés No. 7 aad No, 
| 8, Familiar Inftruétions, ExtraQs 
from Henry’s life, Hemmenway’s 
_ Sermon to Children, Vivian's Dj. 
_ alogues, Addrefs from a Stanger, 
, Whitaker’s Addrefs, Friendly Vi. 
| fit. Different books, caleulated 
| to promote the leading objeQ, ap. 
| peared moft eligible. A variety 

of entertaining, ufeful and relig. 
| ious reading fuits different taltes 
| —-enkindles a thirft for informa. 
| tion-—prompts toa good ule of 
Icifure hours—animates to emvla- 
| tion and ends in greater improve. 
| ment. ThefeleCion of the Tras, 
it is thought, has been judicioully 
made. ‘The other and larger 
works are generally known. All 
the books purchafed have not 
been diftributed. The remainder 
is referved for future  years.* 
That there fhould be a deftitation 
of books in a newly fettled and 
uncultivated country will be eafily 
fuppofed, and readily accounted 
for, when the neceflaries and or- 
dinary comforts of life farft and 
for a confiderable time engrofs the 
attention of the inhabitants. It 
is not then ftrange that the dif- 
perfion of books is fo commonly 
gone into by religious focieties. 
In this way more good is effected 
than only by employing Miflioa- 





* On hand, Bibles 52—Sele& Ser- 
mons 10—Doddridge’s Addrefs 400— 
Lathrop’s Six Sermons 316—On the 
Chriftian Sabbath nearly 100o—The 
Traéts, about rooo—The Truftees’ ¢- 
port and inftructions, not exadtly afcer 
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tre) 


ee ee ee 


— FS « 


rn = lH BP ef 


a 
) 4 


nae ewe .1_ « -& fF 4 FF — - S&S fF FD 








1804.) 


zries) Extenfive and permanent 
ood accrues from it. 

The prefent.ftate of the funds 
will be laid before you as by doc- 
yment A.* The report of the 
Auditing Committee—with our 
expenditures and difburfements 
fince the laft meeting as by docu- 
meut B,t and the contributions 
which have been made, and the 
profpeéts which we have of being 
futher ferviceable te the caufe of 
Chrift. 

From the ready patronage 
which the good people in this 
county have given to this benevo- 
lent.inftitution, and the very im- 
portant objeéts which it embraces, 
the Truftees fatter themfelves with 
acontinuance of their charities. 
What has been freely given, they 
truft, has been acceptably and 
beneficially applied: That many 
in the new fettlements have reap- 
ed and {till reap the blefied fruits 
of Miffionary fervices, and of the 
uleful books which have been dif- 
tributed among them. 


owned what has been done, and 
accepted the alms which have been 
confecrated to his ufe. Oppor- 
tunities often prefent to do good 
to our fellowmen., But how can 
we do them more good, or fo 
much, as by affording them the 


means of religious iftruction ? 


To what higher and better ufe 


can any apply the wealth which | 


V’rovidence beftows on them, than 
hy fending to fhe deititute and 
poor the difpenfation of the gof- 
pel of the grace of God? In 
what eftimation do we hold our 
religious advantages ? With what 
extreme reluctance would we part 
with them? How then muft our 
bowels yearn over thofe, who fel- 
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dom enjoy them, or are wholly 
deprived of them? . 

It is very conceivable, that in a 
new country many, who would be 
glad to hear the word and attend 
on all the adminiltrations of the 
fanétuary ; who once heard and 
attended cheerfully and profitably, 
feel unable to {pare even a fmall | 
fum to attain thofe valuable ob- 
jects. Neceffity conftrains them 
to apply what they procure to the 
fubhiitence of their families. Ua. 
aided, they muft for years experi- 
ence a famine of the word of life. 
For how fhall they hear without 
a preacher? How preach unlefs 
fent ? Who feud them but Chrift, 


-and who furnifh the compenfation 


for their labors but the wealthy 
and liberal? There may be oth- 
ers, who, for want of fuitable in- 
itruGtion, imbibe hurtfal if not 
deftructive errors. How fhall 
this evil, which may be a growing 
one, be refiited but by the labors 
of orthodox and pious teachers? 
Thofe who live long witheut 
the word and ordinances of Chrif, 
are expoled to lofe a lively fenke 
of their utilityand high excellence, 
to cherifh a Gallio ipirit, and to 
apply what they have altogether 
to worldly purpofes. ‘To prevent 
all this fomething muit be done, 
and done by thofe who judge cor- 
reQily, who duly appreciate gofpel 
blefiings, and who have the abilj- 
ty to reward thofe who preach 
the truth. The condition of our 
infant fettlements is meliorating. 
To this defirable change Miffion- 
ary focieties have doubtlefs cont:- 
buted. T'his affords encourage- 
ment to purfue the work which 
we have undertaken, Let us not 
be weary in well doing. God is 
not weary in doing good to us. 
He can furnifh the means more 
liberally if we apply them right 
and occalion requires, -Occaiion 
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will, doubtlefs, ftill exift, and re- 
quire our exertions in this way. 
T'o this we may be powerfully 
moved by the good which has 
been effected ; by the more fteady 
condu&t of individuals; by the 
orderly management and religious 
education of private families; by 
the peace and harmony of towns ; 
the organization of churches; by 
the more careful obfervation of 
the Lord’s day; by a growing 
convition of the value of gofpel 
inftitutions ; by the fettlement of 
minifters, and by a divine influence 
accompanying the miniitry of the 
word, producing, as we hope, the 
converfion of finners and the en- 
largement of Zion. 

We fhould be moved by the 
abundance of good which may 
yet be effe&ted by diligently and 
vigoroufly and difcreetly profecu- 
ting what we have begun. Hav- 
ing done fo much, let us go on ; 
—that we may not lofe what we 
have gained. Let us ftill exert 
ourfelves without fainting and 
wearinefs and relu€tance, and give 
and do as we are able ; according- 
ly as God giveth to us ; who lov- 
eth a cheerful giver. Let us an- 
imate our hearts to this good and 
glorious work, by confidering 
what benevolent efforts are {till 
made in various parts of our coun- 
try, and in various parts of Eu- 
rope, to f{pread the light of divine 
truth and enlarge the borders of 
Chrift’s kingdom—by confidering 
what large numbers are employed 
in it—how cheerfully they con- 
tribute towards it—how harmoni- 
oufly they purfue the work—how 
ardently and inceflantly they be- 
fiege the throne of grace for di- 
rection and fuccefs, and how re- 
markably their defigns and labors 
have been owned of their Father 
in heaven, and how wonderfully 


the God of hope caufes them to 





abound in hope and faith thro’ 
“er of the Holy Ghot, 

ay thefe animating confidera. 
tions ftill operate upon our hearts 
and cn many others, who need 
only to have their attention turp. 
ed to this fubje& and their charity 
folicited. 

God is able to make all grace 
abound, towards thofe who wih 
well to this very thing—who labor 
diligently and beftow freely for 
the inftru€tion and falvation of 
precious fouls; that fuch may 
have an all fufficiency in all thing: 
and abound in every good work ; 
and being enriched in every thing 
to all bountifulnefs, thank{givings 
and praifes may be offered by ve 
ry many unto God. 

The Truftees would fuggett to 
the fociety, that the following 
votes be pafled—which were ac- 
cordingly paffed. 

Vorep, That a Committee b: 
appointed to form a plan of ale 
gal incorporation of the fociety, 
and report the fame at the nest 
annual meeting.* 

Vorep, That the feveral Chur 
ches and Congregations belonging 
to the fociety, be requefted to 
make a public contribution to the 
funds of the fociety upon the next 
annual Thankfgiving. 

Vorep, That the above report 
be printed and fent to each Mi- 
ifter of the fociety or, if vacant, 
to the deacon of the church, with 
a requeft to read it publicly to 
the congregation. 

Samus Hopkins, 


Vice President. 


* It was after propofed and voted, 
that the committee fhould report 
the Society on the fecond Thurlday 
January next. That the commuttee 
fhould confit of feven. That Ret. 
Mefirs. Dr. Lathrop, Dr. Lyman, S. 
Williams, Haftings, Billings, a 
and Jonathan E. Porter, Efg’rs, fheu' 
be the committec. 
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A. MONIES received by the Hamphhire Miflionary Society, fince 
the report of the Truftees A. D. 1802. 


Hampfhire Miffionary Society. 


D. C. 
Amherft, 1% parifh, . 37.97 | Norwich, . .. . 
Afhfild, . . . ‘ - 77 Palmer, a7 
Bernardfton, d Plainfield, . . 
Belchertown, 20 41] Rowe, . daa 
Buckland, 26 20 | Shelburne, .. 


Charlemont, . 
Chefterfield, . 
Conway, 
Cummington, 
Deerfield, 
Fafthampton, 
Granby, . . «: 
Greenfield, 
Granville, middle par. 
Hadley, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, . . . 


~ a a 


Leverett, ° 
Longmeadow, . 
Montgomery, 
Northampton, 


8 Southampton, 


- 20 South-Hadley, . 
. 28 Springfield, 1ft par. 
. <a Sunderland, . . 
» 6 Wefthampton, . . . . 
. «1 50 | Weft-Springfield, rf par. 
. 23 Whateley, ey de rast 
4 Williamfburgh, 


13 5© | Worthington, 
51 38 | By Miffionaries, 
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MONIES received by the Hampfhire Miffionary Society, from 
Auguft 1802, to Auguft 1803. 


Annuity 1802, - - - 432 42 
1803, - - - 4 


TOTAL, 





436 42 


B. THE Committee appointed by the Hampfhire Miffionary Soci- 
ety, at their meeting at Northampton, on the twenty-fixth day of 
Auguft laft, to examine into, and report to the Society the ftate 
of their Treafurer’s accounts—afk leave to report as follows : 


Tue Committee find that all the monies for which the Treafurer 
has become chargeable up to this day amount to twenty-two hundred 
fifty-four dollars fix and an half cents. Thirteen hundred forty-four 
dollars twenty and an half cents he has by regular and proper docu- 
ments proved to have been duly expended, under the directien of the 
Committee of the Truftees, for the purpofes of the fociety. Eight 
hundred thirteen dollars and fixty-two cents are loaned to fundry 
perfons and fecured with intereft, for the benefit of the fociety. 
There are now in the Treafurer’s hands in cath ninety-fix dollars and 
twenty-four cents. 


The three laft mentioned fums make in the whole the fum of twenty- 
two hundred fifty-four dollars fix and an half cents, for which th: 
Treafurer was accountable. 
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SB. “C. 
Expended, - « - + + + 3344 204 
Loaned, . + «© © © «: « 819 62 
Oohand,.. - + + « «© « 96% 
The whole amount received, . 2254 64 


ASA WHITE, tii 
JONATHAN E. PORTER, ¢ “¢™ile. 


Hadley, Auguft 19, 1803. 


C. EXPENDITURES of the Hamphhire Miffionary Society, face 
the Report A. D. 1802. 


To complete the pay of Miffionaries A. D. 1Sa2. 








D. C. DB. & 
To Rev. Samuel Taggart, . 68 Nov. To Mr. Taggart, poll 
fo Rev. Jonathan Grout, . 91 43 age of letters, . . 1... §§ 
To Rev. John Taylor, . . 46 ToMr. Grout, do . . . . 33 
To Rev. Enoch Hale, . . 4% 57 | To Mr. Taylor do. and catri- 
A. D. 1803, in advance, age of books, . > 67 
To Rev. Peter Fihh, . . . 72 A.D. 1803, May. Te Mr. 
To Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, go Williams do. and printing 2 
To Rev. Jothua Crofby, . . 64 aig os 9 32° 
To Rev. Jofeph Strong, . . 56 Aug. ‘To Dr. Lyman, carriage 
For books. Four Bibles, . . 3 of books &c.. . . Ir 395 
15 Sele& Sermons, . . 15 To Mr. Williams, poftage and 
1 Dr Lathrop’s do. on Ephe fians; 3 874 2 trunks for the - of 
a16 —————"s fix Sermons, 45 144 books, . . 6 934 
15 -————s God's challenge, 1 20 | To Mr. Hale, paper and ad- 
—_— *s On Stedfaftnefs, 72 vertifement, . . 3 8 
40 Dr. Lyman’s—to the one 3.20 | To Mr. E. Cook, for entertain- 
11 Mr. Williams’ do. . 88 ing 2 committees and treal- 
1700 Sheets of {mal} Tr: ads, 44 72 urer, . . 2 50 
42 Dr. Doddrige’s Rife &c. 33 For printing Lette and plan of 
& 200 Truftees’ Report, A. D. a female Affociation, . . 13 
1802. For wrapping paper and waters, 45 
40 Dr. Lathrop’s fermon be- To Dr. Nathaniel Ely, to aid 
fore the fociety. in educating twe Indian lads, 5° 
1400 ——'s on the chrif- ——_ 
tian fabbath. TOTAL, 769 6 





* In the foregoing account are feveral books, valued 10 dollars and 874 ce**s, 
which, being don: ations, are not bronght into the account of the Treafuret. 
Alfo 18 dollars of tae charge for Doddridge’ s Rife, are yet due from the Society, 
and may be paid by a return of the books. ‘The other 20 dollars were fent : 
Albany expe&ing to purchafe 18 of Doddridge’s Rife, and t2 of Fuller's Golpe 
its own witnefs. The refultis mot yet knov wa. The books to which no price is 
aflixed, it is expected, will be of no expenfe to the fociety, being paid for, by 
printing large imprefiiens of De. Lathrop’s fermons on the fabbath, his fix fer» 
sens, and his fermon before the fociety. Large fums have been paid out of rs 

reafury to the printer, but, being due from fubfcribers and purchafers, will be 
rep! laced as foon ae collected, 
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Extrad of a Letter from Rev. | 


Fedidiah Bushnell, to one of ihe 


Editors, dated Cornwall, Ver- | 


mont, December 5th, 1803. 
RESPECTING the ftate of 


Zion in this country in general, 
[have good news to wnte. It 
is probable I never had better 
news. There has been much re- 
ligious attention in this country 
within a year, and is much now 
m many places. It is much the 
greateft in Rutland and Benning- 
ton counties. Two years ago it 
was great in the northern coun- 
ties, and of late much greater in 
thefouthern counties. Youdoubt- 
iefs have heard of the glorious re- 
vivals in Pittsford, Rutland and 
Bennington; the attention began 
in thofe towns, and has been very 
great. Since, it has been great 
in Dorfet, and of late, very great 
1 Benfon, probably more power- 
‘cl than in almoft any part of our 
iand. I was there a few days 
azo, and more than one hundred 
perfons had then united with the 
church, fince the commencement 
of the revival, and the work ftill 
continues. The work has been 
more fudden in that place than 
common 3 it is but three months 
fince it began. It feemed to 
overpower the town at once, and 
a number of bold enemies have 
been cut down, and bowed to al- 
mighty grace. I have feen many 
Serious awakenings, but have 
never feen a more powerful work 
than in fome towns in this State. 
Befides the towns mentioned, 
where the attention has been the 
greateft, its happy influence has 
been experienced in the following 
towns ; Hubberton, Catftleton, 
Orwell, Shoreham, Weybridge, 
Vou. IV. No. 8. 
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Bridport, Addifon, Hynefburgh, 
Sudbury, Brandon, Duxbury, Je- 
richo, and I have heard of late 
that there is fome attention in 
Tinmouth, Ruport and Sandgate. 
But it muf&t be remembered that 
in fome of thefe towns the atten- 
tion is {mall; in fome of them 
but a few perfons have given evi- 
dence of a change of heart. A 
holy fprinkling appears in all the 
places mentioned, and in fome of 
them fhowers. It is, therefore, a 
time of the moft gracious vifita- 
tion among us; Oh, that we had 
a heart to give God the glory ! 





Extra& of a Leiter from Rew. 
Thomas Robbins, Mijffionary to 
New Conne&icut, to one of the 
Editors, dated Canfield, Decem» 
ber 7, 1803. 


THE cuftom of Prefbyterians 
in this weftern country of meetin 
in large numbers on tite | 
occafions, is an invariable practice, 
Dr. Nefbit, of Carlifle, told me it 
was introduced in Scotland, in 
the reign of Charles I. whena 
great number of their minifters 
were filenced. One or two would 
adminifter to feveral churches. 
The prefent practice is, to have 
a facrament at every congregation 
once and fometimes twice in a 
year: Generally twice ia a min- 
ifter’s charge. Three or four 
minifters attend, and the molt of 
the people within 12, 15 or 20 
miles, and fome much further. 
Their ordinary cultom is to preach 
Saturday afternoon, twice on the 
Sabbath, with the adminiftration 
between, a praying meeting on 
Sabbath evening, and a fermon 
on Monday. After which the 
people difperfe. In thefe times 
of awakening they are aot confin- 
ed to their ufual mode as to the 
duration of the meeting. The 
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people who belong to the congre- 
gation where the meeting is, all 
keep open houfes for any that 
On Thurfday preceding 

t they had a fat, 
agreeably to their cuftom. A 
candidate belonging to the Pref- 
bytcry performed the firlt exercife, 
I did the fecond. 

The facramental ocecafion was 
the moft folemn f{cene I ever wit- 
nefied. I fhail not attempt the 
defeription. But could you, fir, 
be prefent at fuch a fcene as I 
there faw, however much you 
have heard, I doubt not you 
would have fuch feelings and im- 
preMions as you never had before. 
"Fhe folemnity, the impreffion, the 


come. 
the facramen 
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evidence of the divine prefence, | 


were iuch as is not to be told. I 
never conceived any thing which 
appeared fo much,. as fome parts 
ot the folemnities, like the judg- 
ment cay. 


But you will remem. | 


ber that the prefent is not an or- | 


ta 


dinary but a very cxtraordiuary 
time.—The exercifes began Sat 
urday, at noon, in the meeting- 
houfe. Mr. Swan preached. Af. 
ter which there were fome baptifms 


ate | 


of perfons newly admitted to the | 


church, and Mr. Porter gave an 
exhortation and difmifled. An 
exhortation is a very common ex- 
ercife among them, whicl they 
are very fond of. 

ercifes the minifters are about 
twice the time of the mini{ters in 
ConneQicut. Saturday evening 
the people again convened, and 


Mr. Woods preached. 


In all their ex. | 


The peo- 


ple difperfed at alate hour. Sz2b- | 
New England. The exerciles aie 


bath morning we met for public 
worfhip, in a place provided, in a 
pleafant oak grove, near the meet- 
ing-houfe. As to the number of 
the people, I don’t kuow how to 
suefs, but I fhould fuppofe there 
were as many as I have ever feen 
on the greateft and moit public 
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religious occafions in ConneMticut, 
Mr. Speet preached in the fore. 
noon, after which they attended 
to the adminiftration of the ordi. 
nance, which lafted three hour 
and a half. Myr. Porter fenced 
the tables, which is done as fol, 
lows. Every communicant pre. 
vioufly receives a token, which is 
a {mall piece of lead. This they get 
by applying to any elders prefent 
who knowthem. None May come 
to the tables without their tokens, 
In fencing the tables, the minifter 
fhews from feripture who have 
aud who have not aright to thi 
holy ordinance. It is an addrefi 
to the confciences of thofe who 
have received tokens. That they 
may then abfent, if they do not 
feel clear to come to the table. 
Eut the principal objeét in fencing 
the tables is to let the world know, 
if wicked men do come to that 
ordinance, the fcriptures do not 
authorife it, nor docs the church 
allow it.—The number of com 
municants was about three hun 
dred. There were five tables, 
Mr. Porter afked the blefling up 
on the elements, and adminutere¢ 
at the firf Mr. Swan 
ferved at the fecond, Mr. Woods 
the third, Mr. Speer the fourth, 
i did it at the fifth, and gave 
thanks. After a fhort intermi- 
fion Mr. Porter preached, anc 
clofed the exercifes about fun- 
down. At evening they met i 
the meeting-houfe for fociety. 
Their foctety 1s a common meet, 
ing with them, particularly at ts 
time, anfwering to conferences 1 


ab 


table, 


ar ~ 
whaetla 


and prayliZ- 
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alternate fing 
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They fing the old tunes by read 
ing the lines, which is very foleme. 
If they have a minifter in their 
focieties, he generally gives an ek 
hortation. 

monly pray. 


But the elders com- 
The evening mevl 
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ing was peculiarly folemn, a great 
deal of that kind of falling which 
has been common in the revival in 
this country. After a number of 
prayers, I {poke upon the temper 
of the returning prodigal, prayed 
and gave the bleffing, near eleven 
o'clock. The miniflers and fome 
others then left the houfe, but 
the people generally appeared un- 
willing to go. Mr. Woods and 
a young man, a candidate, re- 
mained and continued the exer- 
cifes tilltwo o’clock. And fome 
ftayed till four in the morning.— 
We met on Monday at eleven 
o’clock at the grove. The num- 
ber of people almoft equal to the 
day preceding. I preached from 
Jer. vii. 20. The people appear- 
ing unwilling to retire, Mr. Woods 
preached. After which Mr. Por- 
ter faid a little, and difimiffed the 
people near four o’clock. At 
about fun-down, the laft left a 
place which [ fhall ever contem- 
plate with reverence. 

I feel it incumbent upon nie to 
make fome remarks upon the ex- 
traordinary work of divine grace 
in thefe weltern countries ; but I 
hardly know what to write. You 
once obferved to me, you wifhed 
to have an account of this work, 
from one who had been an eye 
witnefs, and who was acquainted 
with Conne@icut ideas, modes of 
thiaking aad expreflion. Your 
with has probably been gratified 
ina meafure by communications 
from Mr. Badger and others. I 
fuppofe you have had nothing 
more particular than a letterwhich 
vou received from Mr. Badger 
lak fummer, which I faw. But 
fiom that, and all which I had 
beard, I had got a very inade- 
quate conception. Accounts of 
things at fuch a diflance, com- 
monly, are general; but it is from 
particulars that we ufually obtain 
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accurate ideas. Ido not fuppofe 
I can inform you of any thing 
effentially new. But may per. 
haps mention fome particulars, 
which will not be wholly ufelefs 
or unentertaining. 

I have not much knowledge of 
the prefent flate of this work, ex- 
cept in Pennfylvania. I believe 
there has not been an inftance of 
its appearance on the ealt fide of 
the Alleghany motntains, but on 
this fide it is univerfal. OF all 
the congregations under the care 
of the Synod of Pitthhurgh, a- 
mounting to 80 or go, there are 
not more than five or fix which 
have not been vifited with divine 
grace. I conceive this work in 
many refpe&ts to refemble the 
great revival of religion in New 
England in 1740, ’41 and 742. 
In extent of territory it exceeds 
that. In its diffufion to almoft 
every town and fociety it alfo ex- 
ceeds that. With refpect to the 
number of fubjeéts ia the feveral 
focieties where the work is, I be- 
lieve the prefent hardly equals the 
foriner. I am perfuaded there 
are not fo many fubjects as in molt 
of the focieties in the late revivals 
in Conneticut, according to the 
number. But in moft or all of 
the focieties which are vifited, I 
truft there is a good number de- 
livered from the reign of fin, who 
will adore the riches of fovereign 
grace forever. ‘The oppofition, 
the ridicule and reproach which 
the prefent work receives, is not 
lefs than didthe work of the fame 
{pirit fixty years ago. ‘The oaly 
difference is, oppofition is not now 
conducted with the fame external 
violence ; it not being the cultom 
of the day. The manner of the 
ininifters’ preaching is alfo inuch 
as it was then; Calvinitlic in fen- 
timent, ferious, earneit and pa- 


The flate of fecicty is 
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thefe back counties is in fome 
refpects fimilar to what it then 
was in New England. In the 
genera! attention and commotion 
which is produced among all claf- 
fes of people, the two cafes are 
quite fimilar. If there were any 
exceffes among minifters who were 

reat inftruments in that work, it 
doubtlefs was owing to the violent 
oppofition they experienced. In 
the prefent revival I have not 
known any thing of the kind. 
But they eppear to condud 
with great moderation and pro- 

riety. People at a diftance may 
hy what they will, but when they 
come to, be eye witneffes, every 
newt man is effectually re- 
ftrained from declaring it to be 
any thing but the mighty power 
of God. 

It is proper to remark, that 
this work is in many refpeéts 
myfterious and extraordinary. 
And after the moft careful obfer- 
vation, long experience. and ingui- 
ry, there are fome things which 
cannot be underftood. —[s this a: 









































































































































matter from nothing, which 1s a 
myltery, be an evidence that God 
did not make the 
there are things to be feen, 











world, 














which 











all that couid be told or written, 
your conceptions would be far 
fhort of the :cality ; or of what 
they would be, if 
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» if 
With regard 
fall 
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the number who 











were very incorrea. By far the 

greater part of thofe who are fub- 

jects of the work, fall. Of thofe 

who have been made the fubjets 
; 




















of grace, or who have had real, 
genuine conviction, fo far as ] 
have feen at leaf, two thirds or 
three quarters fall, But there 
are many, who are cvidentiy made 
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evidence that it is not the work of 
God? It is, if the creation of 
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fubje&ts of the work of the fpirit 
and have deep and powerful con, 
victions, who do not fall, and are 
not atallaflected that way, They 
generally, firft fall, under a con. 
viGtion of fin. And they fome. 
times obtain comfort the firft time 
they fall, but not generally, | 
have never heard of any falling 
onceonly. It is commonlyrepeat. 
ed many times. If they obtain a 
hope and give good evidence of a 
reconciliation to God, they ftill 
continue to fall.—Good people 
fall in many inftances. Severa 
minifters have, who appear to be 
men of piety. Many people, who 
have been profeffors of religion 
for years, and who have given 
good evidence of a Chriftiaa life 
and character, have fallen. El. 
ders of the churches, ferious men, 
have fallen, and in fome inflances, 
in the exercife of public prayer. 
Many youns profe flors, who ap 
peared to become Chinittians before 
the prefent work took place, have 
fallen like others, but flill have 


| never given up their former hope. 


. , we ek aaa ! 
Phere are probably many who 
fall, who will not iinally be bro’t 


'to a faving union with Chm, 
| who will hereafter return te vicious 


But | 


are not to be deferibed. After | 
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courics, and become more harden- 
: . 9 R= pale 

ed in wickednefs; as is the cate 
Se Ee ee A 

with fome in all religious revivals, 


Who nave 


powerful convictions. 
rrr - . i " 
There are iome few, but a imau 
nuimber however, who fall, ana 
fill purfue vicious courfes. Lbs 
is a matter of creat triumpa with 
} 7” a They 
the enemies of the work. Lhe 
But they migat 


know no better. 
, , *® fo nnt WNCOMe 
have known, that rf 1s not uncon 


mon for perfons in the ways o 
vice to have fudden and pungent 
conviSions of their fin and dar- 
ger, but fill continue the chained 
prifoners of Satan, and in the ler 
vice of their lufts.—Perfoas fell 
on all oceafions. Molt generally 
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at public worfhip and at their fo. 


cieties. Frequently at family 
prayer, fometimes alc Me, fome- 

Sass in merry company, being 
fuddenly itr uck by the truth. 
Sometimes they fail when they 
ere in their ordinary bufinefs. 
Perhaps if private religious mect- 
iors in Conneéticut were con- 
datted more inthe way they are 
inthis part of the country, and 
ifs for {peculation, they would 
‘nd more evidence of the divin 
prefence.——In the places where 
the work is, there * fcarcely a 
time of public worlhip, without 
perfons falling. The firlt 
hance I ever faw, was at the 
- leGture I pre: ~908R ie 

fell on of the Prefbyt At 
e clofe, and after ore oxé reife, 
three perfons fell. The next day, 
t the faft, preparatory to the fac- 
rament, ten or twelve fll. OnSa- 
tu: urday before the facrament, there 
re Mee aps 25. On the Sab- 

» L imagine there were 50; 


’ 


tt ef ¢ 


ad Raliwsh ceonine 
j i Aldi Ctii 5 
and on a: iv, neaily as many.— 


‘ 
You obferve LT ufe the word fail 


ditcrimmately. i know of no 
, r ~~ ° 
fr word ira) proper, put it 
n - ~ - 2 ! +h . } > ot 

it be remembere d, that the de. 


of bodily affection are in 
O01.) aar0CiiOn arr. ai’ 


huitely varict 


»mof B viele nt you can conceive ; 

" , 1 “7 pf 
or to a Geath-like we -akuefs aud 
tion. Some can &t who can- 


+ 
aie ae aaah ey, 
fiery WHO could Not otnerwne. 
me can fit with a little afliftance 
tromanother. Some mutt be held 


~ 
mi { 


} vane! - % ry) ¢ Yi > 
Much as infants, lome as muca 
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dang : _ ariateteatnnies 
peror 1D bit ial convullions. 
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‘as Tormey Cale, they are general. 


i Trem the leatt 
vous ag estlon 1, every grade to | 
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| ly ftill, excepting fometimes fob- 


bing and fighing. But, at times, 
apparen tly, almott lifelefs. Inthe 
latter cafe, they generally make a 
noife, in proportion to the height 
of the affection. The deepeit 
fobs and tighs, and the loude% 
groans. ‘They generally make 
great exertions to fupprefs their 
noife; but it feems like damming 
un a torrent, after a little reftraint 
it burits with {till greater violence. 
— The duration of the affection 
In fome cafes, it 
In others, 
two; and fometimes 


few minutes. 
an hour oer 


a . 
49 VUE Gc 


| twenty four hours, or feveral days. 


ane 


Though they continue this time 
Reepcaper- Ce, they feel no 


inconvenience afterwards, and on 


their recovery, are able to attend 


La 


ftand. Some can fit in a! 


to any bufiacls. In their affec- 
tions, though they appear to a 
beholder to be in the greateft bo- 
diiy diflrefs, they are not fenfible 
of any pain, or any other than 
mental diftrefs. "Phere is very 
rarely an inflance of any one be- 
ing fentible, at the time or after- 
wards, of any injury from the fall, 
however fevere. Aud whenthey 
are fo agitated, that two or three 
peifons have to make the greateft 
-xertions to hold one, and of 
courfe are held by violence, they 
feel no forenefs or inconvenlence 
— The philofopher and 


the coid profeflor may fay w wh at 


my —— 
atterwards. 


they will, thefe thing: sare facts. 
4 2 t. } } 
find tnete are jome of the Chare 


| = > ’ a} ] 


| acteritlics which render the work 


| a myltcry.—Perfons of all ages 


| 
| 


VN 
Furs 


“ . . . , . 4 
are fubyects of this work. 
Ce ee ee 
é. youth and childre le 


So1 ne children quite young. So 
are all charadct Se A idels, phi- 
! 


nastcllie « 
Miaaie ave 


a 
i - > _ 
si PillsYS, p! ly! AILS, mai sy ~«Yre- 
} , 
markable inftances, lifeleis pro- 


feffurs, the upid l, the tho ughtlefs 
and the gay. But, as in other 
revivals, voung perfous and thofe 
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who have had a relirious educa- 
tion, conflitute the greater pro- 
portion. 

~ The great 1 inquiry in New En- 
gland is, why co they fall? For 
five weeks that I was in that 
quarter, I took great pains to 
enable myfelf to anfwer this in- 
quiry. I can fay a little, but 
pei wp Fa it will n x be fatisfa€tory. 
You o 
F charaGters who are fubje 


OF | 
this affeétion. Thefe 
1 thofe who are not. 


Chriftians, an 

It will be prefumed, of courfe, 
that their views and fechas are 
very different. Uurenewed fin- 
ners, when they fall, generally are 
wmprefled =m: rely with a fenfe of 
their fin and dancer. A fenfe of 
the we erht of fin, the wrath of 


God, the certaiuity of his 


9 oa 4 L> ce 
are Two KiNas 


ve there 


§ O1 


who are 


VCcil- 
1 ° = - 
geance, and the pains of hell, 


bre ght 


. J ’ 
VIEW, come upon ticm wi 


when fe lingly to thei 


<co great to 

fhrink, and fink under its weight. 
Ts this . matter of furprife? Is it 
not rather to be wondered that 


, 
awakened finners ever can fupport 


themfelves 2? Sometimes however 
they arc fruck down as if with a 
ftroke of divine power, without 
much previous reflection. Chiif. 
tiaus, when they are led t to a feel. 
; of the goodnefs and 


Pag 
1, of his long fuffer- 


: o 4 wae 
ig and patience, of their extreme 
g 

aaa? le. their great abufe of 


iN YTAcil UC 
privileges, the danyer of their be- 
sage deceived in their hope, the 
t which they muit 
to an omnifcicnt Judge, 
juit expofure to eternal 

hind ee 


ceaih, they find t 

to fuitain the preTure of truth, 
} oft wield ae 
put mt yield to ts Wweigat 
Sometimes a view of the glories 

: aa 
of the divine character, the won. 
~~ 

cers of fovereign grace, the riches 
ef the Saviour *3 los 


at on t 
10ie mn account 
ve 7 a 
and tuen 


‘lves unable 
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rious work of man’s redemption 
opens to them with fuch clearnefs, 
that they can no more bear it than 

Mofes could a fight of God; 
in. Sometimes a conden. 
tion of the danger of finners, their 
infinite hardaefs and upiciy 
atid the certainty of their pei: 
brought into judgment, is mor 
than 


their 


hear 
Sometimes 


os St 


natures can 
they fall inftantane. 
oufly.—However thofe who fl] 
may be affected, 

their fenfes, 


Weds 


they ne never lof 
Their minds apnear 
to be more ative than ever, ‘and 
all their powers feem j a upon 
the things of religion and the 
terelts of etern! ly. 


lie ine 
They are 
never in fo good a fituation to re. 
ceive egooy ae Their 1 nunds 
are fixed, an - memories un 
commonly ee ny of 
them fpeak in broken accent 
and half exprefficns, in their 
tection. 
the nature of their feelings, B he 


ging 


. 
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W ! 
Genera! y accorciny to 


for mercy, depre atts 
wrath, groaning under fia, callieg 
pon perifhing finners, or giving 
glory to God. Thofe who are 
fill, when they recover fufficiently 
to be able to fpeat, y 


common 


cf 7 ; * 
fpeak then. It makes very lithe 


difference what 15 the time or oc- 
cafion. The impulfe appears to 


be irrefiftible. And fome perlons 
wi!! {peak f ior {ome time, al id fp Can 
to admiration. It feems alinolt 
not from the manner, but fron 
the truths they utter, 
had bee to the invilible work. 
mninifters uniformly incu 
cate the idea that there is no it 
ligion in merely falling down. 
Indeed it appears to be ore 
more or lefs than the effe& of t 

affect 
very many have been the attempts 
to account for this ext traordinary 
work, en natural pi rincip! es ; but 


all have been in vain. All agre’s 


an ew 
aS ik bie 


sn of the mind. _ Mass ys 
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fiends and foes, whenever they 
become eye witnefles, that it is a 
reality, and not feigned ; nothing 
which is the effet of defign in 
the fubjeét. That is indeed placed 
beyond alldoubt. Divine Prow- 
dence feems to have fingulariy or- 
dered events, in fuch a manner as 
to confound and effe&tually difap 
point all attempts which have been 
made to account for this work 
from natural caufes. Many who 
have made the attempt have them- 
felves fallen, and become fubjects 
of what they before termed a de- 
lufion. No caufes have been af- 
fizned, which have not been de- 
monttrated by fats, to be trifling 
and abfurd.—It belongs to us in 
thefe things to be modeft, and not 
to defpife and difbelieve, if * there 
are fome things hard to be under- 
food.”? I will conclude this fub- 
jet by obferving, that I firmly 
believe this to . a confpicuous 
and glorious work of divine grace; 
and that thoufands of immortal 
fouls, the fubjeéts of it, will adore 
the riches of divine mercy, thro’ 
eternity. May the Lord of a! 
grace carry on his work glorioully, 
tothe honor of his great name, 
and the enlargement of Zion ! 





Extra& of a letter fre im a gentlem an 
in x ‘ew Conneéticut, to one of the 
ditors, dated November 21, 


ten. 


WE had feventy perfons at- 
tended a conference the other eve- 
nin ng. Mr. Badger was with us. 
Such feenes I never faw before. 


: weal S. Many are very thought- 
ome are flruck down. Je- 
novah appears to be riding forth 

i many places conquering rand to 


nquer. In many megs Penn- 
‘ylvania the awakening is very 
c 
rr 


powerful, and of Ite it is the ine 


Religious Intelligence. 


I She Lord of al! will do juft as he | 
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quiry of fome amongft us what 
fhall we do to be faved ? ? But 
what of all appears moft finzular 
to people from New-Englaad is 
the falliag down. Some appear 
to be as it were faint, but moit 
are feized with a kind-of convul- 
fions, fome to a very great degree. 
Some are in that fituation longer, 
fome fhorter than others, no two 
alike. Yet after recovering they 
appear to have received no injury 
from being held to prevent ruc. 
gling; and although catirely help- 
lefe, ‘they have a retentive memor 
and have a full knowledge of ail 
that is faid or going on near them. 
Youngerly people feem generally 
to be the fubjects of the awake- 
ning, and fome children of eig! 
or ten years of age. Some have 
immediate relief, arty th are in 
rea t agonies of mind f 


nany 
days. People i in pene are ferr- 
ous. May Zion rejoice! Pray 
for us. ‘he prayer of the right- 


eous availeth much. The creat 
Jehovah will do as he hath deter- 
mined. May his will be done, and 
in humblenefs of mind may we re- 


FF Risin Sete te Pekan D 
ign ourfelves into his hands ! 


1} vro.rvs 


"T*TT VN 
Se ws 


LLA ALVIN. 


the Rev. Sct aWn [LLISTON, | Mit 
fionary from Connecticut, was in- 
ftalled in the pail oval office over 
the church in Lifle, State of New. 
York, w: th a referve for the pref- 

ent, fl hal’ the time to labor in 
the fervice of the Miflionary Soci. 
ety of Connedticut. The a> : 
fervices of the day were | per formed 
in the foliowingorder. The Rew 


Mr. arrow of Homer inade the 
firit prayer ; the Rev. Mr. Cla. 


pin of Jericho preached the ier- 
inon from Acts xx. 31, and ailo 


} tanlecratin=s aye, 
tue con.ccratine pray a § > 


mide 


NAGe 


































320 Poetry. [ Fee, 


the Rev. Mr. Sage of Chena: th izO | 3- Thy hand, when har? Gels als came 

gave the charge ; the Rev. Mr. , . Has often clear’d my way; 
Conted the | And thou wilt give thy fervant 0 reng 

Wallis of Pompey prefented the |“ p,opottion’d to my day. 

right hand, and the Rev. Mr. | 


i Yt 1 * 
~ | § Ch, let me to thy gracious hing 
Woodward, Miffionary trom Con- | * 55 6. co ps 
» ' s 1: ’ | ae Cy, MY asus Teuipn: 
neticut, made the lait prayer. | 
i 
' 


: Be thou my guardian and my guide, 
The exercifes were clofe fed byfing- | And be thy pleafure mine, 
TT, 


ing the 342d Hyman in the Hairt- 5. Le 


et threat’ning billows round me 





dt 1g 
ford felection, * Let Zion’swatch- rife, 
men all awake,” &c. It was con If, Lord, thou judge it beft ; 
fidered by thofe who attended, as Thy pretence in the fiercett form 
ss Ot nate 5 Bic cai 
afeafon of more thon ufual fo- | Shel! colm my fears to rete 
. 6. My willine Deert, if thon commas 
lemnity. 5. My + 4 i heart, if on rand, 
1, ‘ aidld Guit its fond def res 
sree a er er | Thou wilt beltow what mol it craves, 
Ora vench its tdie fires. 
POETRY. 9. If earth's comforts be denied, 


And piercing forrows come 
COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. os oan ae ’ 
Jefus, on thee VI! fix mine cye, 
——— And on my heav’nly home, 
x "There when thicdr am ar lete 22 & 
. There, when this dream 's paft 
Faith and Refienation.* - ; el Pw tiles paft, 
Jo Sa fe let oo for! arrive: 
ESUS, my Saviour and my God, | Rede *m'd } thee, beneath thy {mile 
On thee I caft my care, i would forever live. 


While on thy word my foul relies, ASPASIO. 


Thou wilt my forrows bear. © Several of the leading thought: of 


2. Wher guilt deprefs’d my fpirit low, | byrzn are bervewsed from anether, posi 








Thy mercy rais’d me up; ed in the Mayazine for Marsh, 1823, 
And fhall t let thy promite gO, entitled <* Fefus the Coriftian’s re woe IR 
And cal away my hope? 1 trouble.” 





Donations to the Lifonery Society of ConnePicut. 
1804 D. Cs 
Jan. 2. Mr. Thomas Williams, contributed in new 
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5. Rev. James Woodward, dj « SoS eee Ete 
15. Rev. Samuel Leonard, do -- -« © © « © 40 
Rev. Ira Hart, Go, «) s' = « # o'R'§ 


Avails of Dr. Strong’s Sermon at the ordination 
of Rev. Thomas Robbins, <_<. a we ee 
A friend of M:floas, to purchafe Bouks, 






By Do to iY yp rumbull, 6co Addr effes ON a Prayers an d 4 Family Rel: ha gi0l 
By Mr. Ruggles Humphrey, late of S imfbury, deceafed, a Bequed 
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